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TEAT 1 AT AT 2005

Part-1

THE RIGHT TO
INFORMATION ACT, 2005
No. 22 of 2005

|15th June, 2005]

An Act to provide for setting out the
practical regime of right to information
for citizens to secure access Lo
information under the control of public
authorities, in order to promote
transparence and accountability in the
working of every public authority, the
constitution of a Central Information
Commission and State Information

Commissions and for matters
connected therewith or incidental
thereto.

Whereas the Constitution of India has
established democratic Republic;

And whereas democracy requires an
informed citizenry and transparency of
information which are vital to its
functioning and also to contain
corruption and to hold Governments
and their instrumentalities accountable
to the governed:

And whereas revelation of information
in actual practice 1s likely to conflict
with other public interests including
efficient operations of the Govern-
ments, optimum use of limited fiscal
resources and the preservation of
confidentiality of sensitive infor-
mation;
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TEAT W AT AT 2005

And whereas it is necessary to
harmonise these conflicting interests
while preserving the paramountcy of
the democratic ideal;

MNow, therefore, it is expedient to
provide for furnishing certain
information to citizens who desire to
haveit,

Be it enacted by Parliament in the
Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of
India as follows :-
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TEAT w1 ATIRR sAfaEn 2005

I

(h
(2)

(3)

(a)

(1)

(it)

(b}

(c)

CHAPTER 1
Preliminary

This Act may be called the Right 1o
Information Act, 2005,

It extends to the whole of India except
the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

The provisions of sub-section (1) of
section 4, sub-sections (1) and (2) of
section 3, sections 12, 13, 15,16, 24,
27 and 28 shall come into force at
once, and the remaining provisions of
this Act shall come into force on the
one hundred and twentieth day of its
enactment,

In this Act, unless the context
otherwise requires.-

“appropriate Government” means in
relation to a public authority which is
established, constituted. owned,
controlled - or substantially financed
by funds provided directly or
indirectly -

by the Central Government or the
Union territory administration, the
Central Government;

by the State Government, the State
Government;

“Central Information Commission”™
means the Central Information
Commission constituted under sub-
section (| yofsection 1 2;

“Central Public Information Officer™
means the Central Public Information
Officer designated under sub-section
(1) and includes a Central Assistant
Public Information Officer

k:

(1)
(2)

(3)
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(&)

designated as such under sub-section
(2ofsection 5;

“Chief Information Commissioner”
and “Information Commissioner”
mean the Chief Information
Commissioner and Information
Commissioner appointed under sub-
section {3} of section 12;
“competent authority™ means -
(i) the Speaker in the case of the House
of the People or the Legislative
Assembly of a State or a Union
territory having such Assembly and
the Chairman in the case of the
Council of States or Legislative
Council of'a State;
the Chief Justice of India in the case
ofthe Supreme Court;
{iii} the Chief Justice of the High Court in
the case ofa High Court;
{iv}) the President or the Govemnor, as the
case may be, in the case of other
authorities established or constituied
by or under the Constitution;
the administrator appointed under
article 239 of'the Constitution;

(d)

(i1}

(v}

(f)

“information™ means any material in
any form, including records,
documents., memos, e-mails,
opinions, advices, press releases,
circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts,
reports, papers, samples, models,
data material held in any electronic
form and information relating to any
private body which can be accessed
by a public authority under any other
law for the time being in force;

{g) “prescribed” means prescribed by
fules made under this Act by the
appropriate Government or the
competent authority, as the case may
be:

“public authorily™ means any
authority or body or institation of
self- government established or
constituted -

(h)

Aferpr o &
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HaHF;

(@) “ga” & e = # afe
Afqerg, TR, SO, -8, o9,
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Al &;
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TEAT w1 ATIRR sAfaEn 2005

{a) by orunder the Constitution;
(b) byany other law made by Parliament;

{c) by any other law made by State
Legislature;

() by notification issued or order made
by the appropriate Government, and
mcludes any -

(i) body owned, controlled or
substantially financed;

{if}) non-Government organization
substantially financed, directly or

indirectly by funds provided by the
appropriate Government;

(1) “record” includes -

{a) any document, manuscript and file;

(b} any microfilm, microfiche and
facsimile copy of a document;

(¢} any reproduction of image or images
embodied in such microfilm (whether
enlarged or not); and

{d) any other matenal produced by a
computer or any other device,

() “rightto information™ means the right
to information accessible under this
Act which is held by or under the
control of any public authority and
includes the right to-

(i) inspection of work, documents,
records;

(i) taking notes, extracts or certified
copies of documents or records;

{iii} taking certified samples of material;

{iv) obtaining information in the form of

diskeltes. floppies, tapes, video
cassettes or in any other electronic
made or through printouts where such

3

(%) Hfae am a1 35% @9,
() dwE s 9 7S (et 1 fai

(1) T FEE-HE B AR T
1= fafe &,

(7) #gf HOE BN W0 W W
aTﬁiﬁ?rrn R ol -
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gD I, -
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wgEEE, FEEmEE T 39 &5
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Fafert gy i 2
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T HE TS (AT E i

(@) oo Pl wif B-

(=) S T, TSR S wE,

(=) el swmEa # FE aEEiEe,
AR Sl ufae o

() T AEETE A R
offeret s s (= afdfy ey §
BT 37 A B); #fiT

(9) Pl e &m @ B e g
P R Rttt A e L s e

(31) e = AYFE" ° 39 A ®
ST o e e A, SRR A
OTEET EFT A 3HE FMEadE g
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{iii) AT % SO A
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(k)

ity

information 1s stored in a computer or
inany other device;

“State Information Commission”™
means the State Information
Commission constituted under sub-
section{ Nofsection 15

“State Chief Information
Commissioner” and “State
Information Commissioner”  mean
the State Chiel Information
Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioner
appointed under sub-section (3) of
secltion 15;

{m) “State Public Information Officer™

(n)

means the State Public Information
Officer designated under sub=-section
(f) and includes a State Assistant
Public Information Officer
designated as such under sub-section
(M ofsection 5;

“third party™ means a person other
than the cifizen making a request for
information and includes a public
authority.

A - + .
545 5

4

g

(z)

(=)
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CHAPTER 2
Right to information and
obligations of public
authorities

Subject to the provisions of this Act,
all entizens shall have the right to
information,

{1} Everypublic authority shall -

(a) maintain all its records duly
catalogued and indexed in a manner
and the form which facilitates the
right to information under this Act
and ensure that all records that are
appropriate to be computerised are,
within a reasonable time and subject
to availability of rescurces,
computerised and connected through
a network all over the country on
different systems so that access to
such records is facilitated;

(b)

publish within one hundred and

twenty days from the enactment of

this Act, -

(i) the particulars of its organisation,
functions and duties;

(i) the powers and duties of its officers

and employees;

(iii} the procedure followed in the
decision making process. including
channels of supervision and
accountability;

{iv) the norms set by it for the discharge of

its functions;

{v) the rules, regulations, instructions,
manuals and records, held by it or
under its control or used by its
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employees for discharging its
functions;

{vi) a statement of the categories of
documents that are held by it or under
its control;

{vii)the particulars of any arrangement
that exists for consultation with, or
representation by, the members of the
public in relation to the formulation
of its policy or implementation
thereof;

{viu1) a statement of the boards, councils,
commitiees and other bodies
consisting of two or more persons
constituted as its part or for the
purpose of its advice, and as to
whether meetings of those boards,
councils, commiitees and other
badies are open to the public, or the
minutes of such meetings are
aecessible for public:

{ix} a directory of its officers and
employees;

(x) the monthly remuneration received
by each of its officers and emplovees,
including the system of
compensation as provided in s
regulations;

(xi) the budget allocated to each of its
agency. indicating the particulars of
all plans, proposed expenditures and
reports on disbursements made:

(xii)the manner of execution of subsidy
programmes, including the amounts
allocated and the details of
beneficiaries of such programmes;

{xili) particulars of recipients of
concessions, permits or
authorisations granted by it;

{xiv} details in respect of the information,
available to or held by it, reduced in

an electronic form;
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{xv)the particulars of facilitics available
to citizens for obtaining information,
including the working hours of a
library or reading room, if maintained
for public use;

{xvi) the names, designations and other
particulars of the Public Information
Officers;

(xvii) such other information as may be
prescribed and thereafter update
these publications every year;

{¢) publish all relevant facts while
formulating important policies or
announcing the decisions which
affect public:

{d) provide reasons for its administrative

or quasi-judicial decisions to affected

Persoms,

It shall be a constant endeavour of
every public anthority to take steps in
accordance with the requirements of
clause (b) of sub-section (1) to
provide as much information suo
motu to the public at regular intervals
through wvarious means of
communications, imcluding internet,
so that the public have minimum
resort 1o the use of this Act to obtain
information.

For the purposes of sub-section (1),
every information shall be
disserninated widely and in such form
and manner which is easily accessible
to the public,

All materials shall be disseminated
taking into consideration the cost
effectiveness, local language and the
most effective method of
communication in that local area and
the information should be casily
accessible, to the extent possible in
electronic format with the Ceniral
Public Information Officer or State
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Public Information Officer. as the
case may be, available frec or at such
cost of the medium or the print cost
price as may be preseribed.

Explanation. -

(2)

For the purposes of sub-sections (3)
and (4). “disseminated” means
making known or communicated the
information o the public through
notice  boards, newspapers, public
announcements, media broadcasts,
the intermet or any other means,
including inspection of offices of any
public authority,

Every public authority shall, within
one hundred days of the enactment of
this Act, designate as many officers as
the Central Public Information
Officers or State Public Information
Officers, as the case may be, in all
admimistrative units or offices under
it as may be necessary to provide
information to persons requesting for
the information under this Act.

Without prejudice to the provisions of
sub-section (1), every public
authority shall designate an officer,
within one hundred days of the
enactment of this Act, at each sub-
divisional level or other sub-district
level as a Central Assistant Public
Information Officer or a State
Assistant Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, to receive the
applications for information or
appeals under this Act for forwarding
the same forthwith to the Central
Public Information Officer or the
State Public Information Officer or
senior officer specified under sub-
section (1 ) of section 19 or the Central
Information Commission or the State
Information Commission, as the case
may be:
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.

(3)

(4

(5)

Provided that where an application
for information or appeal is giventoa
Central Assistant Public Information
Officer or a State Assistant Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be, a period of five days shall be
added in computing the period for
response specified under subsection
{1ofsection 7.

Every Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, shall deal
with requests from persons seeking
mnformation and render reasonable
assistance to the persons seeking such
information,

The Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, may seek
the assistance of any other officer as
he or she considers it necessary for
the proper discharge of his or her
duties,

Any officer, whose assistance has
been sought under sub-section (4),
shall render all assistance to the
Central Public Informanion Officer or
State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, seeking his or her
gssistance and for the purposes of any
contravention ol the provisions of this
Act, such other officer shall be treated
as a Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be.

(1) A person, who desires to obtain any

(a)

information under this Act, shall
make a request in writing or through
electronic means in English or Hinds
or in the official language of the area
in which the application is being
made, accompanying such fee as may
be prescribed, to -

the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may he, of the
concerned public authority;

(3)

(4)
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(b}

(2}

(3)

(i)

(i1}

the Central Assistant Public
Information Officer or State Assistant
Public Information Officer, as the
casemay be,

specifying the particulars of the
information sought by him orher:
Provided that where such request
cannot be made in writing, the Central
Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the
case may bhe, shall render all
reasonable assistance to the person
making the request orally to reduce
the same in writing,

An applicant making request for
mformation shall not be required to
give any reason for requesting the
information or any other personal
details except those that may be
necessary for contacting him.

Where an application is made to a
public authority requesting for an
information, -

which is held by another public
authority; or

the subject matter of which is more
closely connected with the functions
of another public authority,

the public authority, to which such
application is made, shall transfer the
application or such part of it as may be
appropriate to that other public
authority and inform the applicant
immediately about such transfer:

Provided that the transfer of an
application pursuant to this sub-
section shall be made as soon as
practicable but in no case later than
five days from the date of receipt of
the application.
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7.

{1} Subject to the proviso to sub-section

(2)

(3)

(a)

(2) of section 5 or the proviso to sub-
section {3) of section 6, the Central
Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer. as the
case may be, on receipt of a reguest
under section 6 shall, as expeditiously
as possible, and in any case within
thirty days of the receipt of the
request, either provide the
mnformation on payment of such fee
as may be prescribed or reject the
request for any of the reasons
specified insections 8 and 9:
Provided that where the information
sought for concerns the life or liberty
of a person, the same shall be
provided within forty-eight hours of
the receipt of the request.

If' the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, fails to
give decision on the request for
information within the period
specified under subsection (1), the
Central Public Information Officer or
State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, shall be deemed to
have refused the request.

Where a decision is taken to provide
the mformation on payment of any
further fee representing the cost of
providing the information, the
Central Public Information Officer or
State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, shall send an
imimation to the person making the
request, giving -

the details of further fees representing
the cost of providing the information
as determined by him. together with
the calculations made to arrive at the
amount in accordance with fee
preseribed under sub-section (1),
requesting him to deposit that fees,
and the period intervening between
the despatch of the said intimation

7. (1)
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(b)

(4)

(3)

(6)

and payment of fees shall be excluded
for the purpose of calculating the
period of thirty days referred to in that
suh-section;

mformation concerning his or her
right with respect to review the
decision as to the amount of fees
charged or the form of access
provided, including the particulars of
the appellate authority, time limat,
process and any other forms,

Where aceess to the record or a part
thereol is required to be provided
under this Act and the person to
whom access is to be provided is
sensorily disabled, the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be, shall provide assistance to enable
aecess o the information, including
providing such assistance as may be
appropriate for the inspection.

Where access to information is to be
provided in the printed or in any
electronic format, the applicant shall,
subject to the provisions of sub-
section (6), pay such fee as may be
prescribed:

Provided that the fee prescribed under
sub-section { 1) of section 6 and sub-
sections (1) and (5) of section 7 shall
be reasonable and no such {ee shall be
charged from the persons who are of
below poverty line as may be
determined by the appropriate
Governmenl.

Notwithstanding anything contained
in sub-section (3), the person making
request for the information shall be
provided the imformation free of
charge where a public authority fails
to comply with the time limits
specified insub-section {1},

% U9 Y BE % "R & ae
nepEdt At 39 g 8 Fiie 6
fret &t arafey & Hore w9 F g
G e | e L

() oafre e St 7959 1 T B2 12

(4)

(6)

T & wew & 4§, B e
adim w0 A,
HAG-d, O @ #E o gEn
41 2 ffee w0 &= A
% dEy § oo awn | e
T 26§ 0 TET 3
e, 39 AT & 9dE e W
T Pl e e T e ol
A & HEEerE wY A P ®, 98
eI, F20a A TE SR A
A ow T R e
T9EE FOUT AEE e & R
i+t werEa Fe o wfEfed E oA
e )

TE, gEN 0% TE9 gEd q
shaels el 8 aueEn el
A B, g8l WaES, I99M (6)
A T g, TE i e A,
ﬂﬁ%ﬁ\ﬁm:

T AT 6 1 I9AT (1) 3 A 7
&t Fuym(1) i Irar(s) # ade
fafer wm giegE A ol O
afEEt |, 7 T F E # | E
S AT AR BN SEiE R
T FIE HIF TATGT TE A |
T9ur () H R A & 8 gu e,
Tl FE AF i I (1) #
fafRw T g-dm # SaeE w0 o
WEEE TEE E, g%, @O &
ST FE A A F AT F B
T 39 FATE i |

®



TEAT w1 ATIRR sAfaEn 2005

{7) Before taking any decision under sub-
section (1), the Central Pubhc
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be. shall take into consideration the
representation made by a thind party
under section 11,

Where a request has been rejected
under sub-section (1), the Central
Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer. as the
case may be, shall communicate to
the person making the request, -

{i) thereasons for such rejection;

(#)

{i1} the period within which an appeal
against such rejection may be
preferred; and

(iii} the particulars of the appellate
authority.

(%) An information shall ordinarily be
provided in the form in which it is
sought unless it would
disproportionately divert the
resources of the public authority or
would be detrimental to the safety or
preservation of the record in question.

(1) Notwithstanding anything contained
in this Act, there shall be no
obligation to give any citizen,

(a) information, disclosure of which

would prejudicially affect the

sovereignly and integrity of India, the
security, strategic, scientific or
economic interests of the State,
relation with foreign State or lead to
incitement ofan offence;
information which has been
expressly forbidden to be published
by any court of law or tribunal or the
disclosure of which may constitute
cotitempt of court;

{c) information, the disclosure of which
would cause a breach of privilege of
Parliament or the State Legislature;

(b)

{d) information including commercial
confidence, trade secrets or

intellectual property, the disclosure of

)
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{e)

(f)

(g

(h)

(1)

(i

which would harm the competitive
position of a third party, unless the
competent authority is satisfied that
larger public interest warrants the
disclosure of such information;

mformation available to a person in
his fiduciary relationship, unless the
competent authority is satistied that
the larger public interest warrants the
disclosure of such information;

information received in confidence
from foreign Government;

mformation, the disclosure of which
would endanger the life or physical
safety of any person or identify the
spurce of information or assistance
given in confidence for law
enforcement or security purposes,

information which would impede the
process of investigation or
apprehension or prosecution of
offenders;

cabinet papers including records of
deliberations of the Council of
Ministers, Secretaries and other
officers:

Provided that the decisions of
Counctl of Ministers, the reasons
thereof, and the material on the basis
of which the decisions were taken
shall be made public after the
decision has been taken, and the
matler is complete, or over:

Provided further that those matiers
which come under the exemptions
specified in this section shall not be
disclosed:

information which relates to personal
information the disclosure of which
has no relationship to any public
activity or interest, or which would
cause unwarranted invasion ol the
privacy of the individual unless the
Central Public Information Officer or
the State Public Information Officer
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(3)

10. (1)

or the appellate authority, as the case
may be. is satisfied that the larger
public interest justifies the disclosure
of such information:

Provided that the information which
cannot be denied 1o the Parlisment or
a State Legislature shall not be denied
to any persorn.

Motwithstanding  anything in  the
Official Secrets Act. 1923 nor any of
the exemptions permissible in
accordance with sub-section (1), a
public authority may allow access 1o
information, if public interest in
disclosure outweighs the harm to the
protected interests.

Subject to the provisions of clauses
{a), {c) and (1) of sub-section (1), any
information relating to any
oceurrence, event or matter which has
taken place, occurred or happened
twenty years before the date on which
any request is made under secton 6
shall be provided to any person
making a request under that section;
Provided that where any guestion
arses as o the date from which the
said period of twenty years has to be
computed, the decision of the Central
Government shall be final, subject to
the usual appeals provided for i this
Act,

Without prejudice to the provisions of
section 8, a Central Public
Information Officer or a State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be, may reject a request for
information where such a request for
providing access would mvolve an
infringement of copyright subsisting
it-a person other than the State.

Where a request for access 1o
information is rejected on the ground
that it 15 in relation to mformation

(2)

(3
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{2y

{a)

(b)

(cl

(d}

()

which is exempt from disclosure,
then, notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act, access may be
provided to that part of the record
which does not contain any
mformation which is exempt from
disclosure under this Act and which
can reasonably be severed from any
part that contains exempt
information.

Where access is granted to a part of
the record under sub-section (1), the
Central Public Information Officer or
State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, shall give a notice to
the applicant, informing -

that only part of the record requested,
after severance of the record
containing information which is
exempt From disclosure, is being
provided;

the reasons for the decision, including
any findings on any material guestion
of facl, referring to the material on
which those findings were based,

the name and designation of the
person giving the decision;

the details of the fees calculated by
him or her and the amount of fee
which the applicant is required to
deposit: and

his or her rights with respect to review
of the decision regarding nomn-
disclosure of part of the information,
the amount of fee charged or the form
of access provided, including the
particulars of the senior officer
specified under sub-section (1) of
section 19 or the Central Information
Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, time
limit, process and any other form of
ACCesEs.

TH gEAT # g6y § § oA wEe B
T # B 9T 2 R od sy §
Pl T % 91 g o, g e @
IH AT 9% A FE @ a
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11. (1) Where a Central Public Information

(2)

Officer or a State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, intends to
disclose any information or record, or
part thereof on a request made under
this Act, which relates to or has been
supplied by a third party and has been
treated as confidential by that third
party, the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, shall,
within five days from the receipt of
the request, give a written notice to
such third party of the request and of
the fact that the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be, intends to disclose the
information or record, or part thercof,
and invite the third party to make a
submission in writing or orally,
regarding whether the information
should be disclosed, and such
subrnission of the third party shall be
kept in view while taking a decision
about disclosure of information ;

Provided that except in the case of
trade or commercial secrets protected
by law, disclosure may be allowed if
the public imerest in disclosure
outweighs in importance any possible
harm or injury to the interests of such

third party.

Where a notice is served by the
Central Public Information Officer or
State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be. under sub-section {1}
to a third party in respect of any
information or record or part thereof,
the third party shall, within ten days
from the date of receipt of such
notice, be given the opportunity 1o
make representation against the
proposed disclosure,

11. (1) =71, Fai=f, el =9 @ ga9

(2)
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{3) MNotwithstanding anything contained

(4)

in section 7, the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be, shall, within forty days after
receipt of the request under section 6,
if the third party has been given an
opportunity to make representation
under sub-section (2, make a
decision as to whether or not o
disclose the information or record or
part thereof and give in writing the
notice of his decision to the third
party.

A notice given under sub-section (3)
shall include a statement that the third
party to whom the notice is given is
entitled to prefer an appeal under
section 19 against the decision,

!
e

b

(3) arr 7 A Bl A9 % B9 BT AL

(4)
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CHAPTER 3

The Central Information

12. (1)

{2)
(a)
(b)

(i)

(it}

Commission

The Central Government shall, by
nolification in the Official Gazenle,
constitute a body to be known as the
Central Information Commission to
exercise the powers conferred on, and
to perform the functions assigned 1o,
itunder this Act,

The Central Information
Commission shall consist of -

the Chief InformationCommissioner;
and

such number of Central Information
Commissioners. not exceeding ten, as
may be deemed necessary.

The Chief Information
Commissioner and Information
Commissioners shall be appointed by
the President on the recommendation
ofa commitiee consisting of -

the Prime Minister, who shall be the
Chairperson of the committee;

the Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha; and

(iiija Union Cabinet Minister to be

nominated by the Prime Minister.

Explanation. -

(4)

For the purposes of removal of
doubts, it is hereby declared that
where the Leader of Opposition in the
House of the People has not been
recognised as such, the Leader of the
single largest group in opposition of
the Government in the House of the
People shall be deemed to be the
Leader of Opposition.

The general superintendence,
direction and management of the
affairs of the Central Information
Commussion shall vest m the Chief
Information Commissioner who shall

arezIre 3

chod =l Tloll It

12. (1)

(2]
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be assisted by the Information
Commissioners and may exercise all
such powers and do all such acts and
things which may be exercised or
done by the Central Information
Commission autonomously without
being subjected to directions by any
other authority under this Act,

A #T a wE e, e S

WM B EES =T R IH
AR & S e e e
% Frdall & aedts @ fasm o B o
AT B 7 ST = A A 2

(5) The Chief Information (5) F=1 go wgF ST gEn A
Commissioner and Information ﬁ'flT“-I. EEip: cd ;ﬁﬁrﬁraﬁ, HAH ﬁﬂl,
Commissioners shall be persons of UEd, THEN, A9E9E OrEy W
g s a1 e s o
science and technology, social SN RE : AT
service, management, journalism, =i 2 |
mass media or administration and
governance. :

(6) The Chief Information (6) 7= gom_oEgE A I T
Commissioner or an Information aq@qa_, Hﬁﬁ‘l-’[ﬁl, AR # m. a
Commissioner shall not be a Member Frel T O7 9 TEE & AYE-HEe
of Parliament or Member of the F WEE TR A A9 I 5 A
Legislature of any State or Lnion i h PoSe e
territory, as the case may be, or hold i ¥, T 7 ﬁ;#[ o
any other office of profit or connected o H Hem e B T i FET
with any political party or carrying on AR T A1 i gl 7= w0
any business or pursuing any 7 H=g T UL HE, =l
profession. { ) ﬁﬁ"‘ﬁ'ﬁ"? - . S

(7) The headquarters of the Central HIHT B ‘.Ei ﬂ'fl‘fﬁ #, 91 § Y
Information Commission shall be at T T A T B 5

Delhi and the Central Information
Commission may, with the previous
approval of the Central Government,
establish offices at other places in
India.

Commissioner shall hold office as
such after he has attained the age of
sixty=five years.

13.%(1) FF1 g, 39 A H; e aE

AT 9% TEV FTA & 9 F oy

13.#(1) The Chief Information Commissioner "Fﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ
shall hold office for a werm of five gfm mﬁ" IRy ®
vears from the date on which he A bl
enters upon his office and shall not be T 9 O gE g S
eligible for reappointment ; s a9 # #1g A T & J7arq 39
Provided that no Chiel Information s § g AT S8 |

. Amendmentofsection 13

{ A} in sub-section [ 1}, for the words “for a term of five years from the date of which he enters upon office™ the words ** for
such term as may be preserbed by the Central Government™ shall be substrtuted;

* 13 9 A
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(3)

(4)

(2)* Every Information Commissioner
shall hold office for a term of five
vears from the date on which he
enters upon his office or till he attains
the age of sixty-five years, whichever
15 carlier, and shall not be eligible for
reappointment as such Information
Commissioner;

Provided that every Information
Commissioner shall, on vacating his
office under this subsection be
eligible for appointment as the Chief
Information Commissioner in the
manner specified in sub-section (3) of
section 12:

Provided further that where the
Information Commissioner is
appointed as the Chief Information
Commissioner, his term of office
shall not be more than five years in
aggregate as the Information
Commissioner and the Chief
Information Commissioner.

The Chiefl Information
Commissioner or an  Information
Commissioner shall before he enters
upon his office make and subscribe
before the President or some other
person appointed by him in that
behalf, an oath or affirmation
according to the form set out for the
purpose in the First Schedule.

The Chief Information
Commissioner or an Information
Commissioner may, al any time, by
writing under his hand addressed to
the President, resign from his office :
Provided that the Chief Information
Commissioner or an  Information
Commissioner may be removed in the
manner specified under seetion 14,

(2)

(3)

(4]
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Amendment of section 13

AT 13 = Hei

{B) inswb-section (2], for the words "for a term of Tive years from the date of which he enters upon office” the wards *
fier such term as may be prescrbed by the Central Government™ shall be substituted;
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(5)* The salaries and allowances payable {5]*
to and other terms and conditions of
senvice of -

{a) the Chief Information Commissioner
shall be the same as that of the Chief
Election Commissioner;

{b) an Information Commissioner shall {E]
be the same as that of an Election
Commissioner:

(%)

Provided that if the Chief Information
Commissioner or an Information
Commissioner, at the time of his
appointment is, in receipt of a
pension, other than a disability or
wound pensicn, m respect of any
previous service under the
Government of India or under the
Government of a State, his salary in
respect of the service as the Chief
Information Commussioner or an
Information Commissioner shall be
reduced by the amount of that pension
including any portion of pension
which was commuted and pension
equivalent of other forms of
retirement benefits excluding
pension  equivalent of retirement
gratuity:

Provided further that if the Chief
Information Commissioner or an
Information Commissioner if, at the

HiF g AT A T =T & S
fersfer Y o7t -

e e S 1 aE) A, S e
frater s #1 8

TEAT A FAE B, A FEEE
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* Amendment of section 13
{C)  forsub-section (51, following sub-section shall be substituted namely:-

“{5) The saluries and allowances pavable 10 and other term and conditions of service of the Chief Information
Commissioner and the Information Commissioners shall be sach as mav be prescribed by the Central Government,
Provided that the salaries, allowances and other conditions of service of the Chief Tnformation Commissiener or the

Information shall not be varied to their disadvantage after their appeintment ©

Provided further that the Chict Information Commissioner and the Information Commissioners appointed before
the commencement of the Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019 shell continee o be poverned by the provisions
of this Act and the rules made there under as iTthe Right 1o Information (Amendment) Act, 2009 had not come into foree,”
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(6)

14. (1)

(2)

time of his appointment is, in reccipt
of retirement benefits in respeet of
any previous service rendered in a
Corporation established by or under
any Central Act or State Act or a
Governmenl company owned or
controlled by the Central
Government or the State
Government, his salary in respect of
the service as the Chief Information
Commissioner or an Information
Commissioner shall be reduced by
the amount of pension equivalent to
the retirement benefits ;

Provided also that the salaries,
allowances and other conditions of
gervice of the Chief Information
Commissioner and the Information
Commuissioners shall not be varied to
their disadvantage after their
appointment,

The Central Government shall
provide the Chief Information
Commissioner and the Information
Commissioners with such officers
and emplovees as may be necessary
for the efficient performance of their
functions under this Act, and the
salaries and allowances payable to
and the terms and conditions of
service of the officers and other
employecs appointed for the purpose
of this Act shall be such as may be
prescribed,

Subject to the provisions of sub-
section (3)., the Chief Information
Commissioner or any Information
Commissioner shall be removed from
his office only by order of the
President on the ground of proved
misbehaviour or incapacity after the
Supreme Courl, on a reference made
to it by the President, has, on inquiry,
reported that the Chief Information
Commissioner or any Information
Commissioner, as the case may be,
ought on such ground be removed.
The President may suspend from

(6)
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{a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(&)

(4)

office, and i’ deem necessary prohibit
also from attending the office during
ingquiry, the Chief Information
Commissioner or Information
Commissioner in respect of whom a
reference has been made to the
Supreme Court under sub-section (1)
until the President has passed orders
on receipt of the report of the
Supreme Court on such reference.
Notwithstanding anything contained
in sub-gection (1), the President may
by order remove from office the Chief
Information Commissioner or any
Information Commssioner if the
ChiefInformation Commissioner or a
Information Commissioner, as the
casemay be, -

isadjudged an insolvent; or

has been convicted of an offence
which, in the opinion of the President,
involves moral turpitude; or

engages during his term of office in
any paid employment ouiside the
duties of his office; or

is, in the opinion of the President,
unlit to continue in office by reason of
infirmity of mind or body; or

has acquired such financial or other
interest as is likely to affect
prejudicially  his functions as the
Chief Information Commissioner or a
Information Commissioner,

If the Chief Information
Commissioner or a Information
Commissioner in any way, concermed
of interested in any contract or
agreement made by or on behalf of
the Government of India or
participates in any way in the profit
thereof or in any benefit or
emolument arising there from
otherwise than as a member and in
common with the other members of
an incorporated company, he shall,
for the purposes of sub-section { 1), be
deemed to be guilty of misbehavior,
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CHAPTER 4
The State Information
Commission

15. (1) Every State Government shall, by

notification in the Official Gazetle,
constitute a body to be known as the
veieeree. [ Aame of the State) Information
Commission to exercise the powers
conferred on, and w perform the
functions assigned to, it under this
Act,

(2) The State Information Commission
shall consist of -

{a) the State Chief Information
Commissioner, and

{(h) such number of State Information
Commissioners, not exceeding ten, as
may be deemed necessary.

{37 The State Chief Information
Commissioner and the State
Information Conmmissioners shall be
appointed by the Governor on the
recommendation of a commitiee
comsisting of -

{1} the Chief Minister, who shall be the
Chairperson of the committee;

(ii) the Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Assembly; and

(iii) a Cabinet Ministrer to he nominated
by the Chief Minister.

Explanation. -

For the purposes of removal of
doubts, it is hereby declared that
where the Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Assembly has not been
recognised as such, the Leader of the
single largest group in opposition of
the Government in the Legislative
Assembly shall be deemed o be the
Leader of Opposition.

{4) The general superintendence,
direction and management of the
affairs of the State Information
Commission shall vest in the State

3IEART 4
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(6)

(N

Chicf Information Commissioner
who shall be assisted by the State
Information Commissioners and may
exercise all such powers and do all
such acts and things which may be
exercised or done by the State
Information Commission
aptonomously without being
subjected to directions by any other
authority under this Act.

The State Chiel Information
Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioners shall be
persons of eminence in public life
with wide knowledge and experience
in law, science and technology. social
service, management, journalism,
mass media or administration and
HOVEITATCE.

The State Chielf Information
Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner shall not be a Member
of Parliament or Member of the
Legislature of any State or Union
territory, as the case may be, or hold
any other office of profit or connected
with any political party or carrying on
any business or pursuing any
profession,

The headquarters of the State
Information Commission shall be at
such place in the State as the State
Governmenl may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, specify and the
State Information Commission may,
with the previous approval of the
State Government, establish offices
at other places in the State,

16.* (1) The State Chief Information

Commissioner shall hold office for a
term of five years from the date on
which he enters upon his office and
shall not he eligible for
reappointment :

(5)

(7)
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¥

Amendment of section 16
Insection 16 for the principal Act -
{&) in sub-section (1), for the waords “for a term of fiver vears from the date on which he enters upon his office”. the
wirds “for such term as may be prescribed by the Central Government” shall be substituted;
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{2)*

(3)

(4)

Provided that no State Chief
Information Commissioner shall hold
office as such after he has attained the
age ofsixty-five vears.

Every State Information
Commussioner shall hold ofTice for a
term of five years from the date on
which he enters upon his office or tll
he attains the age of sixty-five years,
whichever is earlier, and shall not be
eligible for reappointment as such
State Information Commissioner ;
Provided that every State Information
Commissioner shall, on vacating his
office under this sub-section, be
eligible for appointment as the State
Chief Information Commissioner in
the manner specified in sub=-section
{3 ofsection 15

Provided further that where the State
Information Commissioner is
appointed as the State Chief
Information Commuissioner. his term
of office shall not be more than five
years in aggregaie as the State
Information Commissioner and the
State Chief Information
Commissioner.

The State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner, shall before he enters
upon his office make and subscribe
before the Governor or some other
person appointed by him in that
behalf, an oath or affirmation
according to the form set out for the
purpose in the First Schedule.

The State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner may, at any time, by
writing under his hand addressed to
the Governor, resign from his office :
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Amemndment of section 16
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im sub-seetion {2 for the wards “for a term of five years from the date on which he enters upon office”™, the
wirds “ for such tenm as may be prescribed by the Central Government - shall be substituted -
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(5)*

(a)

Provided that the State Chief
Information Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner may be
removed in the manner specified
undersection 17.

The salaries and allowances payable
to and other terms and conditions of
service of -

the State Chief Information
Commissioner shall be the same as

T HE AWEE W 99 17 A
faffeee fifer & 2emr o 73 |

(s} @39 a9 A 9 T WA F A

Frefer ot o7 -

(%) T =3 e S # a9, A

fegedt frrater g A1 &

(va) T g g 1 ad e, o e

that of an Election Commissioner: TTFT & = aEE FE

(k) the State [nformation Commissioner "
shall be the same as that of the Chief qﬁ A T 5‘@ L E 111
Secretary to the State Government : FE T Tl $IFH ST f Hl &

Provided that if the State Chief
Information Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner, at the
time of his appointment 15, in receipt
of a pension, other than a disability or
wound pension, in respect of any
previous service under the
Government of India or under the
Government of o State, his salary in
respect of the service as the Siate
Chief Information Commissioner or a
State Information Commissioner
shall be reduced by the amount of that
pension including any portion of
pension which was commuted and
pension equivalent of other forms of
retirement benefits excluding
pension  equivalent of retirement
gratuity ;

TG AT AT & AYE O R
T HERE & A9 R gl de @
wAq § FIE o, e A afd e
# o=, o #7 w@ 2 A e g
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9 %) g o= TR % S
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*Amendment of section 16

{e}  forsub-section (5], the following sub-section shall be substituted. nomely -

“15) The Salaries and allowances payable to and other terms and conditions fo service fo the State Chaef Information
Commisstoner and the State Information Commissioners shall be such as may be prescribed by the Central Government :

Provided that the salares. allowances and other comditions of servics of the State Chief Information Commissioner
anwd the State Information Cominissioners shall be vanied to disadvantage after their appointnent |

Prowided that the State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information Commissioners appointed
before the commencement of the Right to Information { Amendmenty Act, 2009 shall continue to be governed by the
provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder as if the Bight to Information { Amendment ) Act, 20019 had not come
imto force,”
* A 16 T S At S A
TR (5) F T O FreEiET a9 TE A -

T T A SRR SR T e g B Ry i oh uw o i & oy P od e 3 A, o aele
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(6)

17. (1)

Provided further that where the State
Chiel Information Commissioner ora
State Information Commissioner if,
at the time of his appointment is, in
receipt of retirement benefits in
respect of any previous  service
rendered in a Corporation established
by or under any Central Act or State
Act or a Government company
owned or controlled by the Central
Government or the State
Government, his salary in respect of
the service as the State Chief
Information Commissioner or the
State Information Commissioner
shall be reduced by the amount of
pension equivalent to the retirement
benefits:

Provided also that the salancs,
allowances and other conditions of
service of the State Chief Information
Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioners shall not
be varied to their disadvantage after
their appaintment.

The State Government shall provide
the State Chief Information
Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioners with
such officers and emplovees as may
be necessary for the efficient
performance of their functions under
this Act, and the salaries and
allowances payable to and the terms
and condibions of service of the
officers and other employees
appointed for the purpose of this Act
shall be such as may be prescribed.
Subject to the provision of sub-
section (3), the State Chief
Information Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner shall be
removed from his office only by order
of the Governor on the ground of
proved misbehaviour or incapacity
after the Supreme Court, on a
reference made ta it by the Governor,
has on inquiry, reported that the State
Chief Information Commissioner or a
State Information Commissioner, as

(6)
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{2

(3

(a)
(b

{e)

(d)

(el

(4)

the casc may be, ought on such
ground be removed.

The Governor may suspend from
office, and if deem necessary prohibit
also from attending the office during
mguiry, the State Chiel Information
Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner in respect of whom a
reference has been made to the
Supreme Court under sub-section (1)
until the Governor has passed orders
on receipt of the report of the
Supreme Court on such reference.
Motwithstanding anything contained
in sub-section { 1), the Governor may
by order remove from office the State
ChiefInformation Commissioner ora
State Information Commissioner if a
State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner, as the case may be, -
isadjudged an insolvent; or

has been convicted of an offence
which, in the opinion of the Governor,
involves moral turpitude; or

engages during his term of office in
any paid employment outside the
duties of his office; or

is, in the opinion of the Governor,
unfit to continue in office by reason of
infirmity of mind or body; or

has acquired such financial or other
interest as is likely to affect
prejudicially his functions as the State
Chief Information Commissioner ora
State Information Commissioner.

If the State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner in any way, concerned
or interested in any contract or
agreement made by or on behalf of
the Government of the State or
participates in any way in the profit
thereof or in any benefit or
emoluments arising therefrom
otherwise than as a member and in
common with the other members of
an incorporated company, he shall,
for the purposes of sub-section (1), be
deemed to be guilty of misbehaviour,

(2)

(3)
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CHAPTER 5
Powers and functions of the
Information Commissions,
appeal and penalties

18. (1) Subjecttothe provisions of this Act, it
shall be the duty of the Central
Information Commission or State
Information Commission, as the case
may be, to receive and inquire into a
complamt from any person, -

who has been unable to submit a
request to a Central Public
Information (fficer or State Public
Information Officer. as the case may
be, either by reason that no such
officer has been appointed under this
Act, or because the Central Assistant
Public Information Officer or State
Assistant Public Information Officer,
as the case may be. has refused to
accept his or her application for
information or appeal under this Act
for forwarding the same to the Central
Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer or senior
officer specified in subsection (1) of
section 19 or the Central Information
Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be;

who has been refused access to any
information requested under this Act;

(a)

(b)

(e} who has not been given a response to
arequest for information or access to
information within the time  lmit
specified under this Act;

{d) who has been required to pay an
amount of fee which he or she
considers unreasonable;

who believes that he or she has been
given incomplete, misleading or false
information under this Act; and

ie)
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(f} inrespect of any other matter relating
to requesting or oblaining access to
records under this Act.

Where the Central Information
Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, is
satisfied that there are reasonable
grounds to inguire into the matter, it
may inmitiate an inguiry in respect
thereof.

(2}

The Central Information
Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be,
shall, while inguiring into any matter
under this section, have the same
powers as are vested in a civil court
while trying a suit under the Code of
Civil Procedure, 1908, in respect of
the following matters, namely :-

(3

{a) summoning and enforecing the

attendance of persons and compel

them to give oral or written evidence
onoath and to produce the documents
orthings;

requiring the discovery and

inspection of documents:

(e} receiving evidence anaffidavit;

{d) requisitioning any public record or
copics thereof from any court or
office;

{e} issuing summeons for examination of
witnesses or documents; and

{f) any other matter which may be

prescribed.

NMotwithstanding anything

inconsistent contained in any other

Act of Parliament or State

Legislature, as the case may be. the

Central Information Commission or

the State Information Commission, as

the case may be, may, during the
ingquiry of any complaint under this

Act, examine any record o which this

Act applies which is under the control

of the public authority, and no such

(b)

(4)
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19. (1)

(3)

record may be withheld from it onany

grounds.

Any person who, does not receive a
decision within the time specified in
sub-section (1) or clause (a) of sub-
section (3} of section 7, or is
aggrieved by a decision of the Central
Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer. as the
case may be, may within thirty days
from the expiry of such period or
from the receipt of such a decision
prefer an appeal to such officer who is
sentor in rank lo the Ceniral Public
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer as the case may
be, in each public authority :

Provided that such officer may admit
the appeal after the expiry of the
period of thirty days if he or she is
satisfied that the appellant was
prevented by sufficient cause from
filing the appeal intime.

Where an appeal is preferred against
an order made by a Central Public
Information Officer or a State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be, under section 11 to disclose third
party information, the appeal by the
concerned third party shall be made
within thirty days from the date of the
order,

A second appeal against the decision
under sub-section { 1) shall lie within
ninety davs from the date on which
the decision should have been made
or was actually received, with the
Central Information Commission or
the State Information Commission ;
Provided that the Central Information
Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, may
admit the appeal after the expiry of
the period of nincty days if it is
satisfied that the appellant was
prevented by sufficient cause from
filing the appeal intime.

19. (1)

(2)

(3]
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(4)

(3)

(6)

(M

()

(a)

(1)

(i1)

If the decision of the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be, against which an appeal is
preferred relates to information of a
third party, the Central Information
Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be,
shall give a reasonable opportunity of
being heard to that third party.

In any appeal proceedings, the onus (o
prove that a denial of a request was
Justified shall be on the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be. who denied the request.

An appeal under sub-section (1) or
sub-section {2) shall be disposed of
within thirty days of the receipt of the
appeal or within such extended period
not exceeding a total of forty-five
davs from the date of filing thereof, as
the case may be, for reasons to be
recorded in writing,

The decision of the Central
Information Commission or State
Information Commission, as the case
may be shall be binding.

In its decision, the Central
Information Commission or State
Information Commission, as the case
by be, has the power to-

require the public authority to take
any such steps as may be necessary to
secure compliance with the
provisions of this Act, including -

by providing access to information, if
sorequested. ina particular form:

by appointing a Central Public
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be:

(iii} by publishing certain information or

categories of information;

(4)

(7)

(8l
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20.

{iv) by making necessary changes to its
practices in relation to the
maintenance, management and
destruction of records;

{v] by enhancing the provision of
traming on the rght o information
for its officials:

{vi} by providing it with an annual report
in compliance with clause (b) of sub-
section( 1) ol section 4;

{h) require the public authority to

compensate the complainant for any

loss or other detriment suffered;

{c) impose any of the penalties provided
under this Act;

{d) rejectthe application.
{99 The Central Information
Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be,
shall give notice of its decision,
including any right of appeal, to the
complainant and the public authority.
{INThe Central Information
Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be,
shall decide the appeal in accordance
with such procedure as may be
prescribed,

Where the Central Information
Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, at
the time of deciding any complaint or
appeal is of the opinion that the
Central Public Information Officer or
the State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, has, without any
reasonable cause, refused to receive
an application for information or has
not furnished information within the
time specified under sub-section (1)
of section 7 or malafidely denied the
request for information or knowingly
given incorrect, incomplete or
misleading information or destroved

(1

2. (1)
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(2)

information which was the subject of
the request or obstructed n any
manner in fumnishing the information,
it shall mmpose a penalty of two
hundred and fifty rupees each day till
application is recetved or mformation
is furnished, so however, the total
amount of such penalty shall not
exceed twenty-five thousand rupees ;
Provided that the Central Public
Information Officer or the State
Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, shall be given a
rcasonable opportunity of being
heard before any penalty is imposed
on him:

Provided further that the burden of
proving that he acted reasonably and
diligently shall be on the Central
Public Information Officer or the
State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be.

Where the Central Information
Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, at
the time of deciding any complaint or
appeal is of the opinion that the
Central Public Information Officer or
the State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, has, without any
reasonable cause and persistently,
failed to receive an application for
information or has not furnished
information within the time specified
under sub-section (1) of section 7 or
malafidely denied the request for
information or knowingly given
incorrect, incomplete or misleading
information or destroved information
which was the subject of the request
or obstrueted in any manner in
furnishing the information, it shall
recommend for disciplinary action
against the Central Public
Information Officer or the State
Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, under the service rules
applicable to him.
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22,

23

24. (1)

CHAPTER V1
Miscellaneous

No suit, prosecution or other legal
proceeding  shall lie against any
person for anything which is in good
faith done or intended to be done
under this Act or any rule made
thereunder.

The provisions of this Act shall have
effect notwithstanding anything
inconsistent therewith contained in
the Official Secrets Act, 1923, and
any other law for the time being in
force or in any instrument having
effect by virtue of any law other than
this Act.

No court shall entertain any suit,
application or other proceeding in
respect of any order made under this
Act and no such order shall be called
in question otherwise than by way of
an appeal under this Act.

Nothing contained in this Act shall
apply to the intelligence and security
organisations specified in the Second
Schedule, being organisations
established by the Central
Government or any information
furmnished by such organisations to
that Government ;

Provided that the information
pertaining to the allegations of
corruption and human rights
violations shall not be excluded under
this sub-section:

Provided further that in the case of
information sought for is in respect of
allegations of viclation of human
rights, the information shall only be
provided after the approval of the
Central Information  Commission,
and notwithstanding anvthing
contained in section 7, such
information shall be provided within
forty-five days from the date of the
receipt of request,

1.

2.

23
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(23

(3

(4)

(5)

25. (1)

The Central Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazeite,
amend the Schedule by including
thergin any other intelligence or
security organisation established by
that Government or omitting
therefrom any organisation already
specified therein and on the
publication of such notification, such
orpanisation shall be deemed to be
imcluded in or, as the case may be,
omitted from the Schedule,

Every notification issued under sub-
section [2) shall be laid before cach
House of Parliament,

Mothing contained in this Act shall
apply to such intelligence and
scourity organisation being
organisations established by the State
Government, as that Government
may, from time to time., by
notification in the Official Gazette,
specily

Provided that the information
pertaining to the allegations of
corruption and human rights
violations shall not be excluded under
this sub-section:

Provided Further that in the case of
information sought for is in respect of
allegations of violation of human
rights, the information shall only be
provided after the approval of the
State Information Commission and,
notwithstanding anything contained
in section 7, such information shall be
provided within forty-five days from
the date of the receipt of request,
Every notification issued under sub-
section (4) shall be laid before the
State Legislature,

The Central Information
Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be,
shall, as soon as practicable after the
end of each vear, prepare a report on

(2)

(3)

(4)
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(2}

(3

(cl

(d)

(e)

(f

the implementation of the provisions
of this Act during that year and
forward a copy thereof to the
appropriate Government.

Each Ministry or Department shall, in
relation to the public authoritics
within their jurisdiction, collect and
provide such information to the
Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission, as the
case may be, as is required (o prepare
the report under this section and
comply with the requirements
concerning  the furnishing of that
information and keeping of records
for the purposes of this section.

Each report shall state in respect of
the year to which the report relates, -

the number of requests made to each
public authority;

the number of decisions where
applicants were not entitled to access
to the documents pursuant to the
requests, the provisions of this Act
under which these decisions were
made and the number of times such
provisions were invoked;

the number of appeals referred to the
Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission, as the
case may be, for review, the natere of
the appeals and the outcome of the
appeals;

particulars of any disciplinary action
taken against any officer in respect of
the administration of this Act;

the amount of charges collected by
cach public authority under this Aet;

any facts which indicate an effort by
the public authorities to admimster
and implement the spiritand intention
of this Act;
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(g)

(4)

(5)

26 (1)

{a)

{b)

recommendations for reform,
including recommendations in
respect of the particular public
authorities, for the development,
improvement, modernisation, reform
or amendment (o this Act or other
legislation or commeon law or any
other mattier relévant for
operationalising the right to access
information.

The Central Government or the State
Government, as the case may be, may,
as soon as practicable after the end of
each year, cause a copy of the report
of the Central Information
Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be,
referred to in subsection (1) to be laid
before cach House of Parliament or,
as the case may be, before each House
of the State Legislature, where there
are two Houses, and where there 15
one House of the State Legislature
before that House.

If it appears to the Central
Information Commission or State
Information Commission, as the case
may be, that the practice of a public
authority in relation 1o the exercise of
its functions under this Act does not
conform with the provisions or spirit
ofthis Act, it may give to the authority
a recommendation specifying  the
steps which ought in its opinion to be
taken for promoting such conformity.
The appropriate Government may, to
the extent of availability of financial
and other resources, -

develop and organise educational
programmes to advance the
understanding of the public, in
particular of disadvantaged
communities as to how to exercise the
rights contemplated under this Act;
encourage public authorities to
participate in the development and
organisation of programmes referred
to in clause (a) and to undertake such
programmes themselves:
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()

(d)

{2y

(3)

(a)

(b)

()

(<)

promote timely and cffective
dissemination of accurate
information by public authorities
about their activities: and

train Central Public Information
Officers or State Public Information
Officers, as the case may be, of public
authorities and produce relevant
tramning materials for use by the
public authorities themselves,

The appropriate Government shall,
within eighteen months from the
commencement of this Act, compile
in its official language a guide
containing such information, in an
castly comprehensible form  and
manner, as may reasonably be
required by a person who wishes o
exercise any right specified in this
Act.

The appropriate Government shall, if
necessary, update and publish the
guidelines referred to in sub-section
{2} at regular intervals which shall, in
particular and without prejudice o
the generality of sub-section {(2),
include -

the objects of this Act;

the postal and street address, the
phone and fax number and, if
available, electronic mail address of
the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, of every
public authority appointed under sub-
section { | yofsection 5;

the manner and the form i which
request for access to an information
shall be made to a Central Public
Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be:

the assistance available from and the
duties of the Central Public
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(e}

(f)

Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may
be, of a public authority under this
Act:

the assistance available from the
Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission, as the
case may be;

all remedies in law available
regarding an act or failure to act in

AT A7 I F g S
T TR A TF Fe,

(.| Tenfeaf, F=m gaT AT T T
I AT A I TEE;

(=) =m0 sl &M gEE = ST
frdl sifirmT @ oy & Hay § S

respect of a right or duty conferred or T FA I FA H OO0 e & A"
imposed by this Act including the F fafy § g el amEw PR
manner of filing an appeal to the -
Commission; AT F S S HA Al
Fifer ot &;

(g} T.]'n.=i prm-isdi_un]s pmui;ling for thi‘ (&) a1 4 & AT ARt F ot &
voluntary disclosure of categories o SifeF g5 FUET
records in accordance with section 4; rda % F A

(h)

(i)

the notices regarding fees 1o be paid
in relation to requests for access toan
information; and

any additional regulations or
circulars made or issued in relation to
obtaining access to an information in
accordance with this Act.
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27.+(1) The appropriate Government may. by

notification in the Official Gazette,
make rules to carry out the provisions
ofthis Act.
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* o Amendment of section 27 -

Insection 27 of the principal Act, in sub-section (2}, after clause (), the following clause shall be insered, namely -

“{ea)the term af office of the Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners under sub-sectinns
{1 and ( 2} of section 13 and the State Chief Information Commissioner and State Information Commissioners under sub-
sections | £ and { 2) of section 16;

{chy thesalaries, allowances and other terms and condions of service ofthe Chief Taformation Commissioner and
the Information Commissioners under sub-section | Spofsection 13 and the State Chief Tnformation Commissioner and he
State Information Comimissioners under sub-section (S of section 16,7
* e 37 HeeE -
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28 (1)

In particular, and without prejudice to
the generality ol the foregoing power,
sich rules may provide for all or any
of the following matters, namely : -

(a) the cosi of the medium or print cost
price of the materials to be
disseminated under subsection {4) of
section 4

the fee payable under sub-section (1)
of section 6;

the fee payable under sub-sections (1)
and (5)of section 7;

(b}

(c)

(d) thesalaries and allowances payable to
and the terms and conditions of
service of the officers and other
employees under sub-section (6) of
section 13 and sub-section (6) of
section 16;

the procedure to be adopted by the
Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission, as the
case may be, in deciding the appeals
under sub-section (10} of section 19;
and

any other matter which is required 1o
be, ormay be, prescribed.

(e]

()

The competent authority may, by
notification in the Official Gazette,
miake rules to carry out the provisions
ofthis Act,
In particular, and without prejudice to
the penerality of the foregoing power,
such rules may provide for all or any
of the following matters, namely : -
the cost of the medium or print cost
price of the materials to be
disseminated under subsection (4) of
section 4
the fee pavable under sub-section (1)
of section
{i1i} the fee payable under sub-section (1)
of section 7. and
{iv) any other matter which is required 1o
be, or may be, prescribed.

(2)

(i)

(in}
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29. (1)

30. (1)

3l

Every rule made by the Central
Government under this Act shall be
laid, as soon as may be after it is
made, before each House of
Parliament, while it is in session, ora
total period of thirty days which may
be comprised in one session or in two
or more successive sessions, and if,
before the expiry of the session
inmediately following the session or
the successive sessions aforesaid,
both Houses agree in making any
modification in the rule or both
Houses agree that the rule should not
be made, the rule shall thereatter have
effect only in such modified form or
be of no effect, as the case may be; so,
however, that any such modification
or annulment shall be without
prejudice to the validity of anything
previously done under that rule.

Every rule made under this Act by a
State Government shall be laid, as
soon as may be after it is notified,
before the State Legislature.

Il any difficulty arises in giving effect
to the provisions of this Act, the
Central Government may, by order
published in the Official Gazette,
make such provisions not
inconsistent with the provisions of
this Act as appear to it to be necessary
or expedient for removal of the
difficulty :

Provided that no such order shall be
made after the expiry of a period of
two years from the date of the
commencement of this Act.

Every order made under this section
shall, as soon as may be afier it is
made, be laid before each House of
Parliament.

The Freedom of Information Act,
2002 is hereby repealed,
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE
[See section 13(3) and 16(3)]

Form of oath or affirmation to be made
b?? the Chiel Information
Commissioner/the Information
Commissioner/the State Chief
Information Commissioner/the State
Information Commissioner

s sesinsamnisimsagimsis s mn s e '
having been appmnted Fhlet Inf'nnnal:mn
Commissioner/Information
Commissioner/State Chiel Information
Commissioner/State Information
Commissioner
swear in the name of God
solemnly allinm
that | will bear true faith and allegiance to the
Constitution of India as by law established, that
I will uphold the sovereignty and integnity of
India, that T will duly and faithfully and to the
best of my ahility, knowledge and judgment
perform the duties of my office without fear or
favour, affection or ill-will and that 1 will
uphold the Constitution and the laws.".

THE SECOND SCHEDULE
(See section 24)

Intelligence and security
organisation established by the Central
Government
1. Intelligence Burea,

2. Research and Analysis Wing of the

Cabinet Secretarat.
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence.
Central Economic [ntelligence
Bureau.

Directorate of Enforcement.
Marcotics Control Bureau.
Aviation Research Centre.
Special Frontier Force,
Border Security Force.
Central Reserve Police Force.
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13.
14.

15.
1.

17.

Indo-Tibetan Border Police.
Central Industrial Security Force.

Mational Security Guards.

Aszam Rifles.

Special Service Bureau,

Special Branch (CID), Andaman and
Nicobar,

The Crime Branch-C.1.D.- CB, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli.

Special Branch, Lakshadweep
Police.

T. K. Viswanathan
Secretory, Govt. of India

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17,

18.
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MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS
(Department of Personnel Training)
NOTIFICATION
New Delh, the 24th October 2019

G.S.R. BIWE) - In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (ca) of sub-
section (2) of Section 27 of Right to Information Act, 1005 (22 of 2005). the Central
Government hereby makes the following rules. namely:
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CHIPATER 1
PRELIMINARY
1. Short title and commencement - These rules may be called The Right
Information (Terms of Office Salanes, Allowances and Other Terms and
Conditions of Service of Chief Information Commissioner, Information
Commissioners in the Central Information Communion, State Chief Information
Commissioner and State Information Commissioners in the State Information
Communion) Rules 2019,
{2) They shall come in force on the date of their publication in the Official Gezette.
CHAPTER 11
2. Definitions - (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,
(a) "Act" means the Right to Information Act 2005 (22 of 2005)
(b) "Central Information Commssion shall have the same meaning assigned to it
under clause (b) of section 2 of the Act:
(¢) “Chief Information Commissioner” and “Information Commissioner™ shall
have the same meaning assigned to it under clause (d) of section 2 of the Act:
(d) “State Chief Information Commissioner” and “State Information
Commissioner” shall have the same meaning assigned to it under clause (1) of
section 2 of the Act;
(e) “State Information Commission” shall have the same meaning assigned to it
under clause (k) of section 2 of the Act.

(2) The words and expressions used and not defined under these rules. but
defined in the Act shall have the same meaning as respectively assigned to
them in the Act.

CHAPTER IV

TERM OF OFFICE, SALARIES, ALLOWANCES AND OTHER TERMS
AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF THE STATE CHIEF
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER AND STATE INFORMATION
COMMISSIONERS IN THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION

12. Term of office - The State Chief Information Commissioner, or State
Information Commissioners, as the case may be, shall hold office for a period of
three years from the date on which he enters upon his office.

13. Retirement from parent service on appointment - The State Chief
Information Commuissioner or State Information Commissioners, as the case
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may be, who on the date of his appointment to the Commission, was in the service
of the Central or a State Government, shall be deemed to have retired from such
service with effect from the date of his appointment as State Chief Information
Commissioner and State Information Commissioner in the State Information
Commission.

14, Pay - (1) The State Chief Information Commissioner shall receive a pay of Rs.
2.25,000 (Rupees two lakh and twenty five thousand) (fixed) per mensem.

(2) The State Chief Information Commissioners shall receive a pay of Rs.
2,25,000 (Rupees two lakh and twenty five thousand) (fixed) per mensem.

(3) In case the State Chief Information Commissioner and State Information
Commissioners, as the case may e, at the ime of his appointment is, in receipt
of any pension, the pay of such State Chief Information Commissioner or
State Information Conumissioners, as the case may be, shall be reduced by the
amount of that pension including any portion of pension which was
commuted and pension equivalent of other forms of retirement benefits
excluding pension equivalent of retirement gratuity.

(4) In case the State Chief Information Commissioner and State Information
Commissioners, as the case may, at the time of his appointment. is in receipt
of retirement benefits in respect of any previous service rendered in
Corporation established by or under any Central Act or State Act or a
Government company owned or controlled by the Central Government or the
State Government, his salary in respect of the service as the State Chief
Information Commissioner and State Information Commissioners shall be
reduced by the amount of pension equivalent to the retirement benefits.

15. Dearness Allowance - The State Chief Information Commissioner and State
Information commissioners, as the case may be, shall be entitled to draw
dearness allowance at the rate admissible to an officer holding a post carrying the
same pay in the State Government, as revised from time to time.

16. Leave - (1) The State Chief Information Commissioner or State Information
Commuissioners, as the case may be, shall be entitled to rights of leave as per
admissibility to an officer holding a post carrying the same pay in the State
Government, as revised from time to time.

(2) In case of the State Chief Information Commissioner, the competent
authority to sanction the leave shall be the Governor of the State and in case
of the State Information Commissioners, the State Chief Information

(50)
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17.

18.

19,

20.

Commissioner shall be the competent authority.

Cash Payment in lieu of unutilized Earned Leave - The State Chief
Information Commissioner or State Information Commissioners, as the case
may be, shall be entitled to encashment of fifty per cent. of earned leave to his
credit at the time of completion of tenure:

Provided that a State Chief Information Commissioner or State Information
Commissioners, as the case may be, who had retired from the service of the
Central or a State Government prior to appointment as a State Chief Information
Commissioner or State Information Commissioners respectively, the aggregate
period for which the encashment of unutilised earned leave shall be entitled shall
be subject to a maximum period as per admissibility to an officer holding a post
carrying the same pay in the Central Government or the State Government, as the
case may be, as revised from time to time.

Medical Facilities - The State Chief Information Commissioner or State
Information Commissioners, as the case may be, shall be entitled to medical
treatment and Hospital facilities as provided in the Central Government Health
Scheme and at places where the Central Government Health Scheme is not in
operation. the State Chief Information Commissioner and State Information
Commissioners, as the case may be, shall be entitled to medical facilities as
provided in the Central Service (Medical Attendance) Rules, 1944 or such
medical facilities provided by the State Government to an officer holding a post
carrying the same pay in the State Government, as revised from time to time.

Accommedation - (1) The State State Chief Information Commissioner or State

Information Commissioners, as the case may be, shall be eligible subject to

availability, to the use of official residence from the general pool accommodation

of the type as admissible to an officer holding a post carrying the same pay in the

State Government on the payment of the license fee at the rates prescribed by

State Government from time to time.

(2) Where State Chief Information Commissioner or State Information
Commissioners, as the case may be, is not provided with or does not avail
himselfl of the general pool accommodation referred to in sub-rule (1), he
may be paid House Rent Allowance at the rate admissible to an officer
holding a post carrying the same pay in the State Government.

Leave Travel Concession, Travelling Allowance, Daily Allowance - The State

Chief Information Commissioner or State Information Commissioners, as the
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case may be, shall be entitled to leave travel concession, travelling allowance and
daily allowance as admissible to an officer holding a post carrying the same pay
in the State Government as far as may be, apply to the State Chief Information
Commissioner or State Information Commissioners.

CHAPTER YV

21. Residuary Provision - The conditions of service of the Chief Information
Commissioner or an Information Commissioner, State Chief Information
Commissioner or State Information Commissioners for which no express
provision has been made in these rules shall be referred in each case to the Central
Government for its decisions and the decisions of the Central Government
thereon shall be binding on the Chief Information Commissioner or an
Information Commissioner of the Central Information Commission, State Chief
Information Commissioner or State Information Commissioner of the State
Information Commission.

22, Power to relax - The Central Government shall have power to relax the
provisions of any of these rules in respect of any class or category of persons.

23, Interpretation - [f any question arises relating to the interpretation of any of the
provisions of these rules, it shall be referred to the Central Government for
decision.

[F. No. 1/5/2019-IR]
LOK RANJAN, Addl. Secy.
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WRT-2
ardqer uvqic b oa e Biger

The Chhattisgarh Right to Information
(Submission of Application) Rules,2009*
Raipur, the 15 June, 2009

NOTIFICATION

No. F2-10/2008/1-RT1 :- In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section
(1) of section-28 *[subsections( 1) and (2) of Section 27] of the Right to Information
Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005) the State Government hereby makes the following rules,
namely :-
RULES
1. Short title and commencement :- (1) These Rules may be called

The Chhattisgarh Right to Information (Submission of Application) Rules,
2009.

(2) It shall come into force from the date of its publication in the “Official

Gazette”.
2. Definitions :- In these rules, unless the context otherwise requiers ;-
(a) *Act"” means the Right to information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005);
(b) *Section™ means the sections of the Act:-

(c) All other words and expressions used but not defined in these rules

shall have the same meaning as assigned to them in the Act;

i Request relate only to single subject matter :- A request in writing
for information under Section 6 of the Act shall relate to one subject matter and it
shall not ordinarily exceed one hundred and fifty words. If an application wishes to
seek information on more than one subject matter, he shall make separate
applications.

Provided that in case, the request made relates to more than one subject
matter, the Public Information Officer may respond to the request relating to the first
subject matter only and may advise the applicant to make separate application for
each of the other subject matters,

By order and in the name of the Governor of Chhattisgarh,
K.R.Mishra, Joint Secretary.
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NOTIFICATION
NoF 2-11/2006/1/6 - In exercise of the powers conferred by sub section (1) of

section 27, the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No.22 of 2005) the State Government
hereby makes the following rules namely

1. Shorttitle and commencement -

(1) These rules may be called the Chhattisgarh right to information (Appeal)
rules 2006.

(2) It shall come in to force from the date of its publication in the Official
Gazette.

2 Definitions-
Inthe rules unless the context otherwise requires -
(a) "Act" means the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005),
(b) "Section" means the sections of the Act;

(c¢) "Below poverty line" means such citizen of State Chhattisgarh who is
declared as below poverty line by the Government of Chhattisgarh.

(d) "Fees" means the fees payable under the provisions of the Act.

() The word and expressions used but not defined in these rules carry shall have
the same meaning as assigned to them in the Act.

()
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3. FirstAppeal-

(1) Any person who does not receive a decision within the times specified in sub-
section (1) or clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 7 or 1s aggrieved by a
decision of the State Public Information Officer, may within thirty days from
the receipt of such a decision prefer an appeal with a fees of Rs. 50/<(By post
appeal Rs. 75/-) either in cash or in the form of *non-judicial stamp** to such
officer who 1s senior in rank to the State Public Information Officer in each
public authority. Provided that such officer may admit the appeal after expiry
of the period of thirty days on being satisfied that the applicant was prevented
by sufficient cause from filing the appeal in time.

*HgITE SATEEET [ 06.01.2021
FHIF UF 2-4,/2010,/1-13 - F H AR ST 2005 (F 22 F 2005) & 9197 27 F
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1. @9 3% o/ ‘g1 9 eias = % 0 o A g-wr T S e 9,
2. AW 4 W 9= o T e w1 & 9 ) R S o .

THIETE o AT & A H a9 HAEINTE

#1.41 fig, wiem
**Raipur, the 4th November 2011
NOTIFICATION

No F2-4/20101-RTI- In exercise of the powers conferred by sub section (1) of

Section 27 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005), the State

Government Right to Information (Appeal) Rules, 2006, namely:

AMENDMENT

In the said rules

I. Insubrule(l)ofRule 3 after the words "non judicial stamp" following words and
figures shall be added namely :
"or demand draft or Banker's Cheque (up to Rs. 1000 uncrossed and above Rs.
1000 crossed) or Indian Postal Ovder or by challan in Major-head-0070- other
administrative services, sub-major head (60)- other services, minar head (118)-
receipts under Right to Information Act, 2005.™

2. In sub-rule (3) of Rule 4, after the words "non-judicial stamp, the following
words and figures shall be added namely:-

(»)
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"or demand draft or Banker's Cheque (up to Rs. 1000 uncrossed and and above
Rs. 1000 uncrossed and above

Rs. 1000 crossed) or Indian Postal order or by challan in Major-head-0070-other
administrative services,

sub-major head (60)-other services, minor head (118) - receipts under Right to
Information Act, 2005".

3. Itshall come into force from the date of its publication in official Gazette
By order and in the name of the Governor of Chhattisgarh
K.R. MISHRA, Joint Secret

(2) In the memorandum of appeal, the name and address of the appellant the basis of
the subject matter of the information with the name and the post of the competent
authority, the order of the competent authority and payment of fee or not
providing information in time. shall be clearly specified.

(3) For hearing of the appeal the appellate authority shall give minimum 7 days
notice to the concerned Public Information Officer.

(4) Anappeal under sub-rule (1) shall be disposed of within thirty days of the receipt
of the appeal or within such extended period not exceeding a total of forty five
days recording the reason in writing for the period extended.

(5) The copy of order passed in appeal shall be given free of cost.

4. Second Appeal -

(1) Asecond appeal shall be against the order passed under sub rule (3) within ninety
days from the date on which the order was passed or was actually received to the
State Information Commissioner or within forty five days from the date of filing
of first appeal.

Provided that the State Information Commussioner may admit the appeal after the
expiry of the period of ninety days on being satistied that the appellant was
prevented by sufficient cause from filing appeal in time.

(2) In the memorandum of appeal the name and address of the appellant the basis of
the subject matter of the information with the name and the post of the competent
authority and certified copy of the order of the competent authority shall be
given.

(3) With the memorandum of appeal filled before the State Information
Commissioner®* (previous word State Information Commissioner is substituted

by word State Information Commission vide Notification dated 23-05-2006) the
fee of Rs. 100/ (rupees one hundred) (for appeal by post Rs. 125-) in cash or in

&)
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the form of*non-judicial stamp**shall be deposited

* Helg AR 54 06.01.2021
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*"‘l.{aipun the 4th November 2011
NOTIFICATION

No F2-4/20101-RTI- In exercise of the powers conferred by sub section (1) of
Section 27 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005), the State
Government Right to Information (Appeal) Rules, 2006, namely:

AMENDMENT
In the said rules
1. Insubrule(])ofRule3 after the words "non judicial stamp" following words and
figures shall be added namely :
"or demand draft or Banker’s Cheque (up to Rs. 1000 uncrossed and above Rs.
1000 crossed) or Indian Postal Order or by challan in Major-head-0070- other
administrative services, sub-major head (60)- other services. minor head (118)-
receipts under Right to Information Act, 2005.”
2. In sub-rule (3) of Rule 4, after the words "non-judicial stamp, the following
words and figures shall be added namely:-
"or demand draft or Banker's Cheque (up to Rs. 1000 uncrossed and and above
Rs. 1000 uncrossed and above
Rs. 1000 crossed) or Indian Postal order or by challan in Major-head-0070-other
administrative services,
sub-major head (60)-other services, minor head (118) - receipts under Right to
Information Act, 2005".
3. Itshall come into force from the date of'its publication in ofticial Gazette
By order and in the name of the Governor of Chhattisgarh

K.R. MISHRA, Joint Secret

{75)
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(4) TheState Information Commissioner*** (previous word State Information
Commissioner 15 substituted by word State Information Commission vide
Notification dated 23-05-2006) shall after giving reasonable opportunity of
being heard to public authority or State Public Information Officer or appellant as
the case may be decide the appeal assigning the reasons thereon.

(5) State Information Commissioner*** (previous word State Information
Commissioner is substituted by word State Information Commission vide
Notification dated 23-05-2006) shall give minimum 7 days notice to concerned
parties.

(6) The decision of theState Information Commissioner®**(previous word State
Information Commissioner is substituted by word State Information
Commission vide Notification dated 23-05-2006) shall be final and binding.

5. A copy of the decision of the State Information Commissioner®** (previous
word State Information Commissioner is substituted by word State Information
Commission vide Notification dated 23-05-2006) shall be given free of cost, to
the appellant if the appellant wants to receive the copy of the order by post then
after receiving the fee of postal charges copy shall be sent within 30 days.

6. The fee chargeable under rule 3 and 4 shall not be charged from the persons who
are below poverty line

By order and in the name of the Governor of Chhattisgarh
NAND KUMAR Secretary
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Raipur Dated 23 May, 2006
No. F 2-1/2005/1/6.- In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (b} and (¢)
of sub-section (2) of Section 27 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No.22 of

2005), the state Government hereby makes the following amendments in the
Chhattisgarh Right to Information { Appeal) Rules, 2006 namely :-

AMENDMENTS
In the said rules,-

1. In clause (3).(4).(6) of sub rule 4, and in sub rule (5) for the words "State
Information Commissioner” the words "State Information Commission" shall be
substituted.

2. Inclause(5), of sub rule 4, for the words " Information Commissioner” the words
"Information Commission” shall be substituted.

3. In proviso of sub rule 4, for the words "Information Commissioner" the words
"Information Commission” shall be substituted.

By order in the name of the Governor of Chhattisgarh

(C.G. Govt., G.A.D.)

®
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Raipur, the 4th November 2011
NOTIFICATION
No. F 2-4/2010/1-RT1.- In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section

(1) of Section 27 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005), the State
Government, Right to Information (Appeal) Rules, 2006, namely :-

AMENDMENT

Inthe said rules :-

1.

In sub-rule (1) of Rule 3, after the words "non-judicial stamp”, following
words and figures shall be added namely :-

"or demand draft or Banker's Cheque (up to Rs. 1000 uncrossed and above
Rs. 1000 crossed) or Indian Postal Order or by challan in Major-head-007(-
other administrative services, sub-major head (60)- other services, minor
head (118)-receipts under Right to Information Act, 2005".

In sub-rule (3) or Rule 4, after the word "non-judicial stamp". the following
words and figures shall be added. namely :-

"or demand draft or Banker's Cheque (up to Rs. 1000 uncrossed and above
Rs. 1000 uncrossed and above

Rs. 1000 crossed) or Indin Postal Order or by challan in Major-head-0070-
other administrative services,

sub-major head (60)- other services. minor head (118) - receipts under Right
to Information Act, 2005"

It shall come into force from the date of'its publication in official Gazette.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Chhattisgarh,
K.R. MISHRA, Joint Secretary
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Subject: Guidelines for Public Information Officer/First Appellate Authorities for
supply of Information and disposal of first appeal respectively-
reiferation of

—-(0--

Section 26 of the RTI Act requires the Government to compile a guide
containing such information, in an easily comprehensible form and manner, Os may
reasonably be required by a person who wishes to exercise any right specified in the
Act. Further, it requires the Government to update the guide of regular intervals.
Accordingly a Guide on the Act was published online on 28,11.2013 to help all the
stake-holders viz. information seekers in getting information. public information
officers in dealing with the RTI applications, first appellate authorities in taking
cogent decisions an appeals and the public authorites in implementing various
provisions of the Act in right earnest.
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2.

The Public information Officers/First Appellate Authorities should keep in

mind the salient features of the guidelins in supply of information to the information
seeker and disposal of first appeal respectively, so that information seekers may not
resort to filing of second appeals before the information commissions. The relevant
salient features of the guidelines are reiterated below for consideration of the Public
information Officers and First Appelate Authorites:

Supply of Information by the Public Information Officer

1)

2)

(1)
(i)

(iii)
3)
(i)
(11)
(iii)
(iv)

(v)
4)

The answering Public information Officer should check whether the
information sought or a part there of is exempt from disclosure under section
8 or section 9 of the Act. Respect of the part of the application which is so
exempt may be rejected and rest of the information should be provided
immediately or after receipt of additional fees. As the case may be.

Where a request for information is rejected, the Public Information Officer
should communicate to the person making the request -

the reasons for such rejection;

the period within which an appeal against such rejection may be preferred;
and

the particulars of the authority to whom an appeal can be made.

If additional fee is required to be paid by the applicant as provided in the fee
and Cost Rules, the Public information Officer should inform the applicant;
the details of further fees required to be paid;

the calculations made to arrive at the amount of fees asked for;

the fact that the applicant has a right to make appeal about the amount of fees
so demanded;

the particulars of the authority to whom such an appeal can be made: and

the time limit within which the appeal can be made.

Though there is no hard and fast rule as to when exactly infimation about
additional fees is to be given to the applicant, such intimation should be given
soon after receipt of RT1 application.

Disposal of Appeal by the First Appellate Authority

1)

While disposing off first appeals. the first Appellate Authorities should act in

(o)
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a fair and judicious manner, it is very important that the order passed by the
first appellate authority should be a detailed and speaking order, giving
justification for the decision arrived at.

2) If an appellate authority while deciding an appeal comes to a conclusion that
the appellant should be supplied Information in addition to what has been
supplied by the public information Officer. He may either (i) pass an order
directing the Public information Officer to give such information to the
appellant; or (1) he himself may give information to the appllant. In the first
case the appellate authority should ensure that the information ordred by him
to be supplied is supplied to the appellant immediately. If would, however, be
better if the appellate authority chooses the second course of action and he
himself furnishes the information alongwith the order passed by him in the
matter.

(F.No. 1/32/2013-1R Government of India, North Block, New Delhi, Dated: the 17th

February, 2015)
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T A, At
Raipur, the 25th February 2006
No. F 2-1/2005/1/6 - In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (b) and (c)
of sub-section (2) of section 27 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of
2005) the State Government hereby makes the following amendments in the
Chhattisgarh Right to Information (Regulation of Fee and Cost) Rules, 2005,
namely.
AMENDMENTS
In the said rules,
1. Inrule 3, after the words "proper receipt” the words "or non-judicial stamp or
money order” shall be added.
2. Inrule 4, after the words " proper receipt" the words "or non-judicial stamp or
money order"shall be added.
By order and in the name of the Governor of Chhattisgarh,
NAND KUMAR, Secretary.
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Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
Department of Personnel & Training
North Block, New Delhi, Dated 5th October 2009
As already Pointed out, a citizen has a right to inspect the record of a public
authority. For inspection of records, the public authority shall charge no fee for the
first hour. But a fee of rupees five (Rs 5/-) for each subsequent hour (or fraction

thereof) shall be charged.
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Raipur, the 12th Octuber 2006
NOTIFICATION
No. F 2-10/2006/1/6 - In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1)

of section 27, the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005) the State
Government hereby repealed the Chhattisgarh Right to Information (Fee and
Charge) Rules 2006, issued by notification dated 9th March, 2006 and for
justification of sub section (9) of section 7 of Right to Information Act 2005, makes
the following rules, namely :-

RULES

Short title and commencement :-

(1) These rules may be called the Chhattisgarh right to information (fees
and charge) rules 2007.

{(2) It shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official
Gazette.

Definitions :- In the rules unless the context otherwise requires -

(a) "Act" means the right to Information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005);

(b) "Section" means the sections of the Act;

(c) "Below poverty line" means such citizen of State of Chhattisgarh
who is declared as below poverty line by the Government of
Chhattisgarh;

(d) The word and expressions used but not defined in these rules carry
shall meaning as have been assigned to them in the Act.

Information sought by persons below poverty line under the Act shall be

provided free of cost as describe here under :-

(1 If the information sought relates to his/her life then the information
will be provided in the form in which it is demanded.

(1) If the information sought is not pertaining to self but if the
information can be given in 50 photocopied pages (of A-4 Size) or the
cost of production of information is within Rs. 100 (Rupees one
hundred only) then the sought information will be provided in the
form itis sought.

(1)  If the information sought mnvolves photocopying of more than 50
pages or of the cost of production exceeds Rs. 100 (Rupees one
hundred only) then the by recording reasons under section 7 (9) of the
Act the applicant will be requested to inspect the records/files in the
office.

The fee for inspection of file for first hour shall be now Rs. 50 (Rupees fifty

only) for the persons who do not belong in the definition of below poverty

line.
By order and in the name of Governor of Chhattisgarh
NAND KUMAR, Secreatary

(03

o



TEAT W AT AT 2005

/ /ST, /

Ayt fAlE 10 9, 2008
FHIF 0% 2,/10/06/1-6 :: GI1 F AfTH AE134, 2005 (F. 9 2005) Ff 97-27
F IYET{ 1) &0 waw AfEEl B GEn § a6 g 19 9, 0ag 210 39 B @ g

aifergr et 12 3FaAT, 2006 & ) fa & frfataa daiee st &, -

GEIGE]
v fra & Frm-1 (1) 7 9= (37 w99 % 9 9= ol o ¢ faem, 20077 ®
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FHIE 0% 2-10/2006./1-6 T, fEi 10 FE, 2008
A & WG9 % AT 348 & WU 3 % FGA H 56 [ A SiEgEe wHE 06
2-10 /2006 /1-6, f1% 10 TS, 2008 I SFE STARE T=UE & WEFR § U075 S0 FH19
fop AT & |
NOTIFICATION
Raipur, Dated 10 July, 2008
No. F 2-10/2006/16 :: In exercise of the power conferred by sub section( 1)
of section 27, the Right to Information Act, 2005 (No. 22 of 2005) the State
Government hereby makes the following amendment in the rules, 1ssued by even
number notification dated 12th October, 2006, namely:-
AMENDMENT
Inrule 1(1)of'the said ruls after the word(fees and charge) in spite of the word
& figure "rules, 2007" the word & figure "amendment rules, 2006" shall be
substituted, namely.

By order and in name of the
Government of Chhattisgarh
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Subject : Payment of fee under the RTI Act by Indian Postal Order.

Lk E ]

The undersigned is directed to say that the Right to information (Regulation
of Fee and Cost) Rule, 2005 provide that a person seeking information under the RTI
Act, 2005 can make pavment of fee for obtaining information by cash or demand
draft or banker's cheque or Indian Postal Order. It has been brought to the notice of
this Department that some public authorities do not accept fee through the Indian
Postal Orders.

2. As stated above, one of the approved modes of payment of fee under the
Rules is through Indian Postal Order. Refusal to accept fee though the IPO
may be treated as refusal to accept the application. It may result into
imposition of penalty by the Central Information Commission on the
concerned Central Public Information Officer under Section 20 of the Act.
All the public authorities should, therefore, ensure that payment of fee by
IPO isnot denied.

3. Contents of this OM may be brought to the notice of all concerned.
(No.F/10/9/2008-1R Government of India, North Bolck, New, Delhi Dated :
April 26,2011)
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2014

A Service called e-IPI (Electronic Indian Postal Order) was launched w.e.f.
22-03-2013 for purchasing indian Postal Order online through e-post office portal
for paying RTI fee to access information under the RTI Act, 2005 from the Centrol
Public Authorities. The facility which was initially started for Indian Citizens
abroad. Was extended to indian. Citizens residing in india also w.e.f. 13.02.2014. A

copy each of the aforementioned Office Memorandum is enclosed for reference.

2 Department of Posts has now proposed that the feasibility of extending this

facility to the State Governments aslo. Where 1PO is one of the modes of payment of
RTI application fee. May be explored.

£ H I would therefore. request you to look into the matter and to explore the
feasibility of introduction of e-1PO facility for State Public Authorities to make the
RTI regime more user friendly.

(D.0. No. 1/4/2014-1R. Government of India, North Bleck, New Delhi - 110001,
Dated: the 12th August, 2014)
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject : Electronic Indian Postal Order - launching of.

—())--
On the initiative of Department of Personnel and Training, Department of

Posts has launched a service called "elPO" (Electronic Indian Postal Order) w.e.f.
22/03/2013. This 1s a facility to purchase an Indian Postal Order electronically by
paying a fee on-line through e-post Office Portal 1.e. http://www.epostoffice.gov.in it
can also be accessed through India Post websit www.indiapost.gov.in As per RTI
Rules, 2012 fees may be paid by electronic means, if facility for receiving fees
through electronic means is available with the public authority.

2.

At present, this facility is provided only for Indian Citizens abroad across the
globe to facilitate them to seek information from the Central Public
Information Officer (CPIOs) under the RTI Act, 2005. Debit and Credit cards
can be used to purchase elPO.

The user needs to get himsell registered at the website. He has to select the
Ministry/Department from whom he desires to seek the information under
the RT1 Act and the elPO so generated can be usde to seek information from
that Ministry/Department only. A printout of the elPO 1s required to be
attached with the RTI application. If the RTI application is being filed
electronically. elPO is required to be attached as an attachment.

It may be noted that this facility is only for purchasing an Indian Postal Order
clectronically. All the requirements for filing an RTI application as well as
other provisions regarding eligibility, time limit, exemptions etc. as provided
in the RTI Act, 2005 will continue to apply.

An elPO so generated must be used only once with an RTI application. To
check any multiple use of the same eIPO, the CPIOs shall maintain a record
of the elPOs so received from Indian Citizens abroad. In case of any doubt,
the details of elPO can be verified from the above mentioned site/portal of
India Post.

(No. 1/44/2009-1R Government of India, North Block, New Delhi, Dated: the 22th
March, 2013)
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject : Electronic Indian Postal Order - extension of service to indian Citizens

residing in India.

--D0--

In continuation to this Department's O.M. of even number date 22/03/2013, it
is intimated that Department of Posts has extended the "elPO" (electronic India
Postal Order) service to Indian citizens residing in India also w.e.f. 13.02.2014, for
purchasing Indian Postal Order electronically by paying a fee online through e-post
Office Portal i.e. http://'www.epostoflice.gov.in it can also be accessed through India
Post websit www.indiapost.gov.in
2. It is reiterated that ;-

1) This facility has been provided for Indian citizens to facilitate them to seek
information from the Central Public Information Officers (CP10Os) under the
RTI Act, 2005, Debit or Credit cards of any Bank powered by Visa/Master
can be used to purchase e-1PO.

ii) The user needs to get registered at the website. He has to select the
Ministry/Department from whom he desires to seek the information under
the RTI Act and the elPO so generated can be used to seek Information from
that Ministry/ Department only. A printout of the eIPO is required to be
attached with the RTI application. If the RTI application is being filed
electronically, elPO is required to be attached as an attachment.

iil)  This facility is only for purchasing an Indian Postal Order electronically. All
the requirements for filing an RTI application as well as other provisions
regarding eligibility, time lmit, exemptions ete. will continue  to apply.

3. An elPO so generated must be used only once with an RTI application. To

check any multiple use of the same elPO. The public Authority shall maintain a

record of the ¢eIPOs so received, in case of any doubt, the details of eIPO can be

verified from the above mentioned site/portal of India Post.

(No. 1/44/2009-1R. Government of India, North Block, New Delli, Dated: the 15th

February, 2014)
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He : TIFAT |

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject : Strengthening Implementation of the Right to Information Act, 2005,
¥ ¥

Central Chief Information Commissioner has made a reference to the
Cabinet Secretary making several suggestions for effective implementation of the
Right to Information Act, 2003. It has been decided in consultation with the Cabinet
Secretariat that following actions shall be undertaken by all
Minmisteries/Departments/Attached Offices/PSUs of Central Government to
strengthen the implementation of the RT1 Aet:

(a) In the Annual reports of the Central Ministries/Departments and other
attached/subordinate officer/PSUs, a separate chapter shall be included

(15)
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(b)

(c)

regarding implementation of the RTI Act in their respective offices. This
chapter should detail the number of RTI applications received and disposed
off during the year, including number of cases in which the information was
denied. In addition to the above, efforts made to improve the implementation
of the Act in their respective offices, including any innovatative measures
that have been undertaken, should also be listed. This is to be ensured for
Annual reports for the year 2011-12 onwards.

Each Ministry/Department should organize atleast a half day training
programme for all CP10s/Appellate (A As) every year to sensitize them about
their role in implementation of the RTI Act. The concerned
Ministries/Departments shall ensure that similar programmes are orgamized
for all CP1Os/AAs of all attached/subordinate offices and PSUs under their
control as well.

All public authorities who have a web site shall publish the details of monthly
receipts and disposal of RTI applications on the websites, This should be
implemented within 10 days of the close of the month.
Ministries/Departments would ensure that these instructions are
communicated to their attached/subordinate offices as well as PSUs
immediately. Monthly reporting on the above pattern should begin lates by
10th July, 2011 and thereafter continue on aregular basis.

All the Ministeries/Departments are requested to take action as above and
also to ensure that these instructions are communicated to their attached and
subordinate offices/PSUs for compliance.

(No.4/10/2011-1R. Government of [ndia North Block. New Delhi Dated: 18th
May, 2011)
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Subject : Implementation of Suo Motu Disclosure under Section 4 of RT1 Act, 2005
--00-

Afttention is invited to detailed guidelines on implementation of Suo motu
disclosure under Section 4 of RTI Act, 2005 1ssued vide this department's O.M. No.
1/6/2011-IR dated 15.4.2013. Subsequently, a Committee of experts consisting of
Shri A.N.Tiwari, Chief Information Commissioner (Retd) and Dr. M.M. Ansari,
Information Commissioner (Retd) (of Central Information Commission) was
constituted to recommend. Interalia, measures to further Strengthen implementation
of Section 4 of the RTI Act, 2005 the Committee has, Interalia, made the following
recommendations. Which have been duly accepted by the competent authority :-

1) All the details of the public authority may be uploaded on its website. Access
to information should be made user-friendly for which appropriate
information technology, infrastructure should be suitably designed
developed and operationalised..

2) All the training modules for professional upgradation of employees should
incorporate matter relating to the virtues of transparency and open
government and RTI law.

3) In order to minimise the burden of servicing RTI applications. The public
authorities with high public dealings should put in place an effective system
to redress the grievances of affected persons. At the sub-organisational
levels, there should be cooperation and coordination between the Central
Public Informaion Officers and the officers responsible for addressing public
grievances.

4) In order to reduce the number of RTI applications relating to service matters,
the information relating to recruitment, promotion and transfers should be

()

o



TEAT W AT AT 2005

brought into public domain promtly.

5) The retention and maintenance of specific documents for specified duration
should be clearly spelt by each public authority in respect of its documents.

2. All the public authorities are requested to follow the above
recommendations.

(No. 1/34/2013-1R Government of India, North Block, New Delhi-1. Dated: the 29th
june, 2013}
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fere - gE o Al AEfTEE, 2005 @ aro-25(3)(9:) F S B 1 gE S
& A gemat T AT w6 |

__.DD_

BAAETE T GEAT AT #EE, 2005 GAEHE 2 T4 8., T gE
AT FETE B | 8. G HAM F A SiEE a9 2005-06 % HAE-8: g -6 1
TR 2 T & 6 - R g ST UF ST S, T il & e =g |
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2/ I AER % 3 gEd F dda § e e s g8 el oo R - R
ait® wiEeET (Public Authority) stalg dame & fasm, frarmeay, soEer onft &
B A gEe s g srdiela s T P S0 o Be $oaea @
3 U Ifed afvedr # @ TEr e |

3/ W YR (O & ST Frard giatiEe w
(.71, see, L0 M., F90F : UF 2-9/2008 /1-F3W, TAY & 27 fqa=, 2010)

v BT T JE A & anad Saeed a9 2011 F STaaE W HEae &

T |

___ﬂu___

BAATETE 199 g1 S0, TEE B q4TE aiftd qiaaed a9 2011 F FHEE-5.01-
"ol F AEET AEFEE, 2005 F B TAHT T § % g ARG 0 iy
SATEFITAT 1 o7 i Qe 1 AAYEA ¢ | A & AW § 9 96 AR 2, oo o 9
RO & STFe o Fe ARl oF 9o oTdiei Uil 1 qiE o E g g,
P 1 7 AT ) S R 0 R & i e e W g
2/~ & AU B, B g H v e, 2005 # B gwE @0 8 diEd
A F o0 9w vd AS wdeEe A mihEel § e e i o
i sfRiEl $ 9 9w A F AN o A i AERT A9 ) A
TR 7 FAN O e T a7 wiver i sfe s F g B e
(@31, m. &1.9.1. %9 0% 11-1,/2013 /AR /40, TAY7 B 27 A 2013)
fos : aciEe TG gEA AEE § aits affEeT ad 2011 $ g W IR $79
T |

___ﬂn___

BRITETE 79 A A, TEYT AN A At ofedET ad 2011 #i Ffew-5.02-
s O 7 o - o B e e B P I [ e A A i
a0, oF G S s & wae F R R 3§ B ke o g B
1 Fromeer o w2 1 S v v, Taddta ondie semeon o Rl o st § @ gae
sAEmE] E afitei ST B g & gag § gHiE S |

(1s2)
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2/- o IUEEER w0 2, B gee @ aftm afifrm, 2005 @ B sad @
(@31, . &1.9.19. 9% 0% 11-1,/2013 /SIS /G, TAY A 27 @i 2013)

e : BeiETe T gE STEN & aifdE afEeT a9 2011 F SrEEe W HEaE w1
ElIEGE
___ﬂn___

BEHETE ¥ GEAT S, Y SN 49T aiid Aaded a9 2011 #1 HEE-5.04-
T RTHT ATITEH, 2005 % Tod TR ol G A 9 0d AU A
quf et AT e O SIS FAE A, A1 S A g e g 8 5 |
2/~ HEH-5.05- ST A9,/ FETE TF ST T AT 2 a4 & 0Ee &
SR T T O i At ST R S e S gE 56 EE Ay
FUeTR FT |
3/~ o o B, B e @ e g, 2005 #1 B aad @0 8 Al
FA % o0 A B & Al wiE A F e FE S w4 #5 O
[ e w13 w4 FEH-5 % ey f uiEnd 39 w6 e 0= g9 o 5
(@37, 9. &0, %0 % 11-1,2013 /AREE /g3, T Bl 27 o 2013)

fe - eciEe T gE A § aiis afEe ot 2011 i spsiwel 0 e 9
T |
___m___

BT T gaA AN, T & FA aftE ofrdeT ad 2011 F1 $RF-5.07-
Bl 799 o1 AN % AW § 98 aw AR 2, [ srierdl # w9 gaen sl e
Yt O AR AE A4 T AE T8 A 0 Fegh A A a 09 andie F el
STt ST #1 A A A F GAE AT L |
2/~ FE: ST B, fh GEA H AYET A, 2005 F qeq dn AEEn 5§ gEeih
T G AT ETT e F Hel OF Wi A FE 1 e 6 e e
w5 il T e 7 B | g W e S S & S o A 2, o ovdie s

(1)
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g F90 wg e @y A e St el ad o &%, afs adedt e P @
ol e 2 A |
(@31, m. &1.9.1. Fi% 0% 11-1,/2013 /AR /G, TAY7 B 27 i 2013)

v : elieTe 0 gE A # aifdE gt a9 2011 srsEel 9 FEEE w1
aaT |
___ﬂn___

BAHETE T GE S, TG BN A aiad Jiaee a9 2011 1 HEw-5.08-
SRS 799 HE ST & o § 9 A o & % v syafeas g0 & w6 v o g
Forerst oTaeat 1 AT ST TE A W e ¢ | G § 96 deg 7 oree #1 & fF e
2 T mafead T 9 26 B Ineland (Maiid w0 % MR S F § R e
ot T | T W H A 99T W0 % ofTos # O 2-19/2006,/1/6 fEAE 17.10.
2006 =11 T ¥ FE97 A b 0 &, wae: 3 Rt @ o gt T e e
2/~ O A B, B A0S Fied s adee st § Sume i aaiem 2 8§
A A1 EEE 2R A A A SR 3% AEE § IR FE A 6 | AR 30w
T /AT fe F9 1 Raf § e S o & @ o IErEE &)
3/~ HEE-5.09- AN B oAEERT A, 2005 #Fogw-4(1)(®) F dEd AEE
deEE U AYSE A F A B | AW AE wn A e aftgEe et i aer
JeEEE 9% ATLE FTAE 14, A AREH B S # e e & 5
(@31, m. &1.9.79. %9 0% 11-1,/2013 /ARSI /4, TAY7 B 27 A 2013)

foe « BRiETE 90 g AR F afE aftdeT 9 2011 9 s 9T FEEd w9
9] |
___D.D___

BT T A SR, T 36 A afts fodeT ad 2011 #1 FfEE-5.10-
BRITETG T Fe1 ST & 9 & 78 a5 o 2 JrE et & a5 are i /i
AT H AT ST TG SR B e der A e g i aea-ae J @
o T B | 9T AATG SN G O SSE Ui O giieed e e, fie
WA # Qe HeAfee SHadr ET T8 T F P A B v e 60 7 ¢ |36 g6y

D
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§ A 99 BEM $ 09 S8 0F 2-19./2006 /1 /6 IS 27.07.2006 H e v & B
aft geer & dfud ondes B Al & A, g ade e wEife o a2, & ga
T wefe B R o e sea el A Aned sl @ w9 2 faa Femgar s
& |

2/- I A0 B, 6 SR T FEA SR ST a7 /e SR J i s
F1 T FRA-EA 7 [ AT A, .. T g ST, T W g w9 o
L |

3/~ FEE-5.11- STEEH BN TG H 98 A A-EE & A6 2, B ondes 3 A 33 i
TE B T A HA F GG T S-H H A, o endea # awed § & qed 02 g |
4/~ FIEH-5.11 % T F 56 @9 F G FHF TF 1-1,/2005/1 /6 B 11,
10,2005 F1 FEH 3 UF 4 F 7% T AT F F = GG © | 37 GG 7 TEA G906
9 % qROd #HiE O 2-10,/2006/1-6, BAE 13.09.2007 T4 BRiETe WA, BE o
AT WA & R 01,2006, 99 E&HiE 03 /81 2773 /T /199 /21 /2006, B 05.01.
2006 B 41 % 7R T F & 0w e # o a9 Fmit § geEien 5159 #
o Frder A e o &

S/- I TEHAR S0 ¥, B o Adie A A que weied) § T g o9
F & fore 41514161 .6 wyfan e i aEen aeem # A3, T aEes B R o
FHEATEAT 1 HIHAT 1 4 02 |

(.37, 9. H1.9.19. %% % 11-1,/2013 /AFEIAE /g, TAY BAE 27 AU 2013)

Fes - eeliEe =g gee e & Al afeea ad 2011 9 st o EEed $
14 |
-—=00—-

BATETE T AT AR, T S A A ofdE ad 2011 9 FREE-5.12-
BRiTeTe U9 FE AT A rE & R g et sfafEm, 2005 & SEE-NE ane
Foreit 1 e enfeare agea Faat & o 81 3 59 531 5 | 37F: A SRR &1 370E
T ®, i e gsmee aE i § -, 99 5EE % SEET 0T SEr-uey & A 6
T, wi HAE A W] B S A SAF H AU TH-TH FA 7, qih ;0
BT # ETETE S W 6 Gl A SAHEE, 2005 % "EiEa Sl o B 6 |
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2/- o oA B, B gEen @ afrwn sfafres, 2005 5 s vardt @0 @ 29 3 g
HEYEE HAFRE FH BB B

(@77, o @197 #5905 0% 11-1,2013 /AR /G, TAY7 fA1E 27 i 2013)

fae « BRlETE T gE AR & aftE afdeT ad 2011 it s 9T FEaE w9
g |

BEAETS T8 AT ST, TAgT ST AT 3 Sfoded a9 2011 I Hew-5.14-
BEIETG T GEAT SN % G & ST 5 GEe H STHw sfidian, 2005 # Ao
T T % o o # otfafa & deq A A SEE /a0d i @ e & g R o
AfeTES % T & o Fen wE O o e wa A B e e A e | 3 A §

S U T T 8 -

¥; e et e,
2. qieTE A EE2
4. FegE, e 1\ e HEH,
5. aey, o A oafEaaE Wy,
6. ST BT IR OF T A wed % g e,
Fu §IFA BT AR U el BELS)

2/~ @ AT 2, 6 geen & el sfufem, 2005 #5109 e $ e s
FIAATE HH 6 L F
(.77, 9. #1919, 9% 0% 11-1,/2013 /ATEIAE /G, TAYE BAE 27 Al 2013)
fae « Bl T gE AR aftE afedea 9 2011 1 srgstnet O FEEE
EIELl

__m_

BEEE T e SN, T AN S aie gfede ag 2011 1 F#ew-5.15-
BREIETE T e A A e B 2, af R s & ddy 8 o gEe st &
UTE AT ST AR AT a1 999 Sl SR & U SEE wihd B, o 36 Jaie
frpre (wAfiere) oifo fFmeeor 29 &% fafs (destroy) 81 fam o1, & #1 famftessoor %
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araty HHT 21 @ e

2/~

A S B, 6 A e 2 B g3 F SR 3 e gifed $ § e

T Spefiree Fratedl S A Fe angyEs R A e |
(@71, . &1.9.F. #50% % 11-1,2013 /AEIAE /G, AT &0 27 o 2013)

Hrr-12

cllep utléres sl @t lorglara

fa - g 1 s sifafam, 2005 F sfta A afat i)

___m___
T F ATHT S, 2005 F G7I-2 F TEG A ANEHT F area & 2 5d

QAT ST T H T S | S A A |

oW R ol B R

HATE % TG G

T T WA e |

HHE e |

HHE [T G, S T 0 W U |

HEE I [ AL/ TR |

HE T |

T A ST BT @l 4, e, |ifear (deigd ol Adsiga) 9 9w w5

At 1956, Siteam g iy o | g A & s g

Bl AR uEE U A & AR $ i, e R airgee g o E

At g afee o o A

wdl = A we A e ad § aras @ w0 2.00 wRE (3 60 SE9) 9 A

FaeT 1 25 U 299 & &6 & AEF f an

IR wie A gee &1 Sfusr sfafrm, 2005 % gyt 5 e gl

HE | dalga g e e e e o awt A miERE g @

st st 2005 % BT gifiEa $0 239 999-0T T AEEEE oTRd

ST A | AT A SR A ol gw e o

(8.1, smee, |0, 9% OF 7-6/05/1/6 1Y, A 21 T, 2005)
BRETE & TN F A H a9 SARET
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ferer < gE 1 A T, 2005 % Siia i mivErd & g & wdEa T
ded - g9 fogr 1 afvs #ois OF 7-6./05 /1 /6 &A1 21 F9%47, 2005
__Dﬂ__

fqarte defem oftes & T sawE B0 g & afuwr st 2008 #
-2 F IE-() F i wifm # afvan € 1 2, R aftare # ergan Jaf afe
B A TR & A AN HE, Aod FiEw § T A9TEEE [GE &0 ST e A
a FH Al B OgET W OAEE afafeE, 2005 % fHorEds gen & ey
BHY-GHY YT AETEF SR A T AR A 56 T S awgh e ey
T, TS T{Ts & 21.11.2005 %1 BEmiG gAd 59 # o qa |
2/ HE I AR SEE, 2005 F AW - 5 %09 - (2) ¥ q@am g, 6 oaw a
miferErdl 56 wiafem & A B & ey B sl B o JuHed @ a1 39 e ' W,
TRl A HETdH Wi G A A1 ] T HeTa A gu A & w9 § 36
At & T FE & o oNaEe a1 ofdi ove Y oY e, gt S e ga
AT 1 1 e T AT 31 9191-19 H 30ar-(1) % A B aite st a0
FeE1d A AN AT T GE AT 6o & fan geiate 0
3/ TEA AT AT, 2005 1 AT-6 1 394 (1) & TEq AEEHE 3 0 AEE
9H 92 e giivEd B ad q o, e aeEd & Ry dhy B a e
el 9 & I Rei 8 i 1 ar-e(3) (i) # deg HeEiEd wm geen afuwd f@ aEEe
B B A
4/ =H HEY U A qUEe, HEE o7 ofiee e ag s, a9 e aa g
e, 72 el & A AeiiE & ar-q Cdrn gE airsiEar f s - 0o | ff e
oI 2 |
5/ 9 agid 2, B gw fas & oftes #9iE 0% 7-6/05/1 /6, fiAiE 21.11.2005 %
a4 § A A e # ol S g g o airwiE & s Ry ard e
F H AL, W FATH B AL TG B OF AR A F4 7 Gt o i st
FEEHAT A F TR
(.77, ST T J9TE P sl OF 8-1,/2013 /ANEAE /113, AT, R 30 09 2013)
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e - e S e, 2005 % SferTd gan % q99 A =1, Gea e g9 e T
T S & " § 2007 3 e aifaw 1. 419 F a1 fead % 359 = # EiE 03.
04.2008 % f714 |

—00-—

TUER R A ST, FieE, @ e T e e (e e
oisrerT T 7 Bl § 0 9= FHE 1,7 /2009-FE .3 B 01 59 2009 F S
AATEF FIEATE &g Ha I § |
(0770 €10, 10 90 [0, &% 918 /51-756 /2009 /1 -7 319 T4, 1% 30 79, 2009)

OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Subject : Decision dated 3.4.2008 of the Hight Court of Bombay at Goa in Writ
Petition No. 419 of 2007 in the case of Dr, Celsa Pinto Vs, Goa State Information
Commission regarding information under the Right to information Act, 2005,
00—

The undersingned is directed to say that the Hight Court of Bombay at Goa in
the above referred case has held on 3.4.2008 that the term "information" as defined in
the Right to Information Act does not include answers to the questions like "Why'.
The relevant part of the judgement is reproduced below :

"The definition of information cnnot include within its fold answers to the
question "why" which would be same thing as asking the reason for a justification for
a particular thing. The Public information authorities cannot expect to communicate
to the citizen the reason why a certain thing was done or not done in the sense of a
justification because the citizen makes a requisition about information. Justifications
are matter whithin the domain of adjudicating authorites and cannot properly be
classified as information. "

2. This may be brought to the notice of all concerned.
(No. 1/7/2009-1R Government of India, North Block, New Delhi-11001 Dated ; The
I st June 2009)
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FEwd S
o - = 1 Al Afefam, 2005 % sioefa gEe & Hey § 2. dem fe g A e
T AT & A J 2007 1 e afa . 419 F A faa gead geg s # & 03,
04.2006 F1 4974 |
—00—

SR B 98 Fo W e g ©, F I wah Av & M e = =
=ara 7 03.04.2008 F 78 @ famn &, 6 g w1 sfuwe oifutvay & #n aitaf o=
I F N R W B I N el R A e | T S e A Sy e e |

‘g ] AT ST arE # T A 9t & e e 98 T e ¢ | 0w
el Wt A & o 3 art & gue S @ B | S gEe miaE & w5 A gEe
A T #, o 36 918 9 BT i R A ST e E A (6 e i e
1 A7 S a1 W FE w9 T b A E e ifee o e, SEe g A
mifeEfedt & e 2 | o awn fave & o o adifes = & g & = i ofeaie @
Erife ki R
2. = wdi e 3w | S )

(= : 1,7 /20093417 AR HET, Y =%, 72 Beil-11001 B 01 97 2009
P - e AT AT 2005 #oaRT 2 06 3 F dEY § 9. ISEY e 86
O g AT |

__ﬂu__

A T, A, wie e o e e, (Fifbs ol afiee e, 53 Redt
H urd 99 N 1/18/2011-31%.H7. BAiE 16.09.2011 1 wwEmWid St A oF
HETTF TS 2g e Afga
2/ A ANA T, A, A farm ar e s, (i G g ), &

ST & % FATT S Hatadt B A ST F e 6

(5.7, 9T, |1.9.7., FHI% 2990 /31-1558 /2011 /1-F#Y 777, EiF 2 #a24? 2011)

e : IR |
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Subject : Observation of Hon'ble Supreme Court on Right to Information Act, 2005
in Civil Appeal no. 6454 of 2011, arising out of SLP [C] No. 7526/2009 in the
case of Central Board of Secondary Education & Anr. Vs Aditya
Bandopadhyay & Ors.

__DD__

The Undersigned is directed to invite attention to this Department's O.M. No.
1/4/2009-1R dated 05.10.2009 whereby a Guide on the Right to Information Act,
2005 was circulated. Para 10 of Part I of the Guide, inter alia, stated that 'only such
information can be supplied under the Act which already exists and is held by the
public authority or held under the control of the public authority. The Public
Information Officer is not supposed to create information; or to interpret
information; or to solve the problems raised by the applicants: or to furnish replies to
hypothetical question.’ The same issue has been elaborated by the Supreme Court in
the matter of Central Board of Secondary Education & Anr. Vs, Aditya
Bandopadhyay & Ors. (Civil Appeal No. 6454 0f 2011) as follows:

"At this juncture, it is necessary to clear some misconceptions about the RTI
Act. The RTI Act provides access to all information that is available and existing.
This is clear from a combined reading of section 3 and the definitions of
'information’ and 'right to information' under clauses () and (j) of section 2 of the Act.
If a public authority has any information in the form of data or analysed data, or
abstracts, or statistics, an applicant may access such information, subject to the
exemptions in section 8 of the Act. But where the information sought is not a part of
the record of a public authority, and where such information 1s not required to be
maintained under any law or the rules or regulations of the public authority, the Act
does not cast an obligation upon the public authority, to collect or collate such non
available information and then furnish it to an applicant. A public authority is also not
required to furnish information it to an applicant. which require drawing of
inferences and/or making of assumptions. It is also not required to provide 'advice' or
'opinion’' to an applicant, nor required to obtain and furmnish any ' opinion’ or "advice' to
an applicant. The reference to 'opinion’ or 'advice' in the definition of "information' in
section 2(f) of the Acl. only refers to such material available in the records of the
public authority. Many public authorities have, as public relation exercise, provide
advice, guidance and opinion to the citizens. But that is purely voluntary and should

{(159)
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not be confused with any obligation under the RTI Act.”
3. This may be brought to the notice of all concerned. (NO. 1/18/2011-IR
Government of India North Block, New Delhi Dated : 16th Semptember, 2011)

T FeE WA [ A oY A 9 AR ST AT 9 & A OO
(1) = 7526.,2009 7 3294, M U €2 6454./2011 T HEAT W AR i,
2005 T% A Fe=H <A H I |
.-.ﬂu-..-

aerEEEd F 39 BE F FEied e SE 14 /2009-A% . A7, B 05.10.
2009 F 37 = RE &1 W3 g & o &m0 gEe #1 afur g, 2005 7 OF
griffd aftafa # 1€ 9 orlElEE $ am-1 F T 10 8, o ant § oA, T
fefe e o1 v Sl o 4 A gn s & sl g e awdi E o e
# Fyemr 8 ST s w2 it &1 S 21 apan wivs wifgs & P & e it
B | &l T sl § gE B ge B, A e 0 $ g B A $ ol 5@
F oA B gt g A e met e @ A o we el Swiue @ e
(Firferer i dem 6454,/2011) & wa § oo =aged &1 e G T @ o e
g

"5 A3 W, 98 HEIEE & [ A4, HutEE & e | g8 giad w51
ey o | o7 r.omg. # wedt gE S SuAe S e R 0 TEE W aEa 2 1 g et
F 4N 2 % @UE (G) A () F T FIAN AT GIN F AR H A AT G917 3
% fiiad 98A § T | A R @ IfEET % O #E gE S H9a fGee S,
FAT |, S AFS] F T H 2 A B AEE TH G O AL AT 8 F AEEe
F1 A TE g0 TEE I e ¢ | o] el {E R A A & e # FE A e
&, ST 78] O T q WA & G B SeE e v A & o e T
AT TR TE &, i sl HeTT OF UE STy HAE F UEA HU e e i
TS (T e F1 T8 ORI B (o A1 TE F a1 & | T T A 8 e
F1 I AT/ @ Haall & & A, N R A A arE e 6 e g, 7 &
AR F ] A A AR A HA A B AT i & | At A 2(=) |
A U § A 9E Hae # R, 9 @ ST & afwerdl § ouee i

(i)
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e & Halla ¥ ame o wfas, oF @% o dfEsd $ ey §, aei @ g,
apfests G 5a auder Feaw 2 | g ae oofa: @ R o e fad. afufee @ sefa
et amezren & @mer 58 wite At e s anfee

3. = a4 e ® = A A W) (FE-1/18 /2011-3 AN, 96 G 1Y
ad, % faw, femiw 16 foemar 2011)

OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Subject : Disclosure of personal information under the RTI Act, 2005,
00—
The Central Information Commission in one of its decisions (copy enclosed)
has held that information about the complaints made against an officer of the

Government and any possible action the authorities might have taken on those
complaints, qualifies as personal information within the meaning of provision of
section 8(1)(j) of the RTT Act, 2003.

2. The Central Information Commission while deciding the said case has cited
the decision of Supreme Court of India in the matter of Girish R. Deshpande vs. CIC
and others (SLP(C)no. 27734/2012) in which it was held as under :-

"The performance of an emplovee/Officer in an organisation is primarily a matter
between the employee and the employer and normally those aspects are governed by
the service rules which fall under the expression 'personal information’. The
disclosure of which has no relationship to any public activity or public interest. On
the other hand. The disclosure of which could cause unwarranted incasion of the
privacy of that individual. "the Supreme Court further held that such information
could be disclosed only if it would serve a large public interest.

3. This may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

Encl: As above

(No. 1172/2013-1R (Pt.) Government of India North Block, New Delhi, Dated the
l4th August, 2013)
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Central Information Commission, New Delhi
Fill No. CIC/SM/A/2013/000058
Right to Information Act - 2005 - Under Section - (19)

Date of hearing : 26/06/2013
Date of decision : 26/06/2013
Name of the Appellant :  Sh. Mano) Arya,

(RTI) Activists and Social Worker, 67, Sec-12,
CPWD Flats, R.K. Puram, New Delhi - 110022
Name of the Public Authority : Central Public Information Officer,
Cabinet Secretariat,
(vigilance & complaintcell) 2nd Floor,
Sardar Patel Bhawan, New Delhi- 110001
The Appellant was not present in spite of notice.
On behalf of the Respondent, Shri M.P. Sajeevan, DS & CPIO was Present.
The third party, Shri S.B. Agnihotri, DG (DEF, ACQ) MoD was present.

Chief Information Commissioner : ShriStyananda Mishra

2 We heard the Submissions of both the respondent and the third party in the
case,

3. in his RT1 application, the Appellant had sought the copies of the complaints

made against the third party in the case and the details of the action taken including
the copies of the enquiry reports. He had also wanted the copies of the
correspondence made between the Cabinet Secretariat and the Ministry of Shipping
in respect of the third party in the case. The CPIO after consulting the third party
under Section 11 of the Right to information Act. Had Refused to disclose and such
informtion by claiming that it was personal in nature and thus exempted under the
provisions of section &(1)(j) of the Right to information (RTI) Act. Not satisfied with
this decision of the CPI0O. The Appellant had preferred an appeal. The Appellate
Authority had disposed of the appeal in a speaking order in which he had endorsed
the decision of the CPIO.

4. We have carefully gone through the contents of the RTI application and the
order of the Appelate Authority. We have also considered the submissions of both the

()
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respondent and the third party in the case. The entire infomation sought by the
Appellant revolves around the complaints made against an ofticer of the government
and any possible action the authorities might have taken on those complaints. The
Appellate Authority was very right in deciding that this entire class of information
was qualified as personal information within the meaning of the provisions of
Section &(i)(j) of the RTI Act. In this connection, it is very pertinent to cite the
decision of the Supreme Court of india in the SLP(C) No 27734 of 2012 (Girish R
Deshpande vs CIC and others) in which it has held that "The performance of
CIC/SM/A/2013/000058.

an employee/Officer in an organisation is primarlly a matter between the employee
and the employer and normally those aspects are governed by the service rules which
fall under the expression personal information, the disclosure of which has no
relationship to any public activity or public interest. On the other hand, the
disclosure of which could cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy of that
individual. " The Supreme Court further held that such information could be
disclosed only if it would serve a larger public interest. The information sought by the
Appellant in this case is about some complaints made against a government official
and any possible acton the authorities might have taken on those complaints, It is,
thus. Clearty the kind of information which is envisaged in the above supreme court
order. Therefore | the information is completely exempted from disclosure under the
provisions of the RTI Act which both the CPIO and the Appellate Authority have
CIC/SM/A/2013/000038.

Rightly cited in their respective orders.

5 We find no grounds to interfere in the order of the Appellate Authority, The
appeal is rejected.
f. Copies of this order given free of cost to the parties.

(Satyananda Mishra)
Chief Information Commissioner
Authenticated true copy. Additional copies of orders shall be supplied
against application and payment of the charges prescribed under the Act to the
CPI10O of this Commission.
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5 The Supreme Court eventually concluded that information relating to a third

party cannot beprovided as it would amount to invasion of the privacy of the
individual. Similarly, if copy of the DPC proceedings are supplied it will invade the
privacy of persons whose ACRs would be disclosed to the information seeker,
therefore, the procedure outlined under section 11( 1 )ofthe RT1 Act s to be followed,
as the same cannot be dispensed with. If the said parties, whose ACRshave been
considered by the DPC, agree and accord consent for supplying the information, the
information may be supplied, but if even one of the candidate fallen within the zone
of consideration refuses to accord consent, entire DPC proceedings cannot be
supplied unless the Commission, for good reasons, overrules the objection.

6. In view of foregoing, the impugned orders passed by the Commission in both
the writ petitions are set aside and both the matters are remitted back to the
Commission to follow the mandatory provision outlined under section 11(1) of the
RTI Act and thereafter, pass the final order after seeking consent of all the parties
whose ACRs are contained in the DPC proceedings.
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