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Voting Rights to women 

 1893 New Zealand
 1902 Australia1

 1906 Finland
 1913 Norway
 1915 Denmark
 1917 Canada2

 1918 Austria, Germany, Poland, Russia
 1919 Netherlands
 1920 United States
 1921 Sweden
 1928 Britain, Ireland
 1931 Spain
 1934 Turkey
 1944 France
 1945 Italy
 1947 Argentina, Japan, Mexico, Pakistan
 1949 China
 1950 India
 1954 Colombia
 1957 Malaysia, Zimbabwe

 1962 Algeria
 1963 Iran, Morocco
 1964 Libya
 1967 Ecuador
 1971 Switzerland
 1972 Bangladesh
 1974 Jordan
 1976 Portugal
 1989 Namibia
 1990 Western Samoa
 1993 Kazakhstan, Moldova
 1994 South Africa
 2005 Kuwait
 2006 United Arab Emirates
 2011 Saudi Arabia



In the states, women share is only 8% in assemblies 
and only 4% in State Councils

In the Panchayat setup, overall 46.7% women are 
present; with maximum 58.6% in Jharkhand and 
minimum 32.3% in Goa (details be seen in Table 5.9).







While the global average for Women in Parliament 
stands at 22.4%, India is at the 103rd place out of 
140 countries with a mere 12% representation. 
Within Asia, India is at the 13th position out of 18 
countries. Countries like South Sudan, Saudi 
Arabia have better Women representation in 
Parliament than India.



. As of September 2016, 10 women are serving as Head of State 
and 9 are serving as Head of Government.
Nepal – Bidhya Devi Bhandari(President since 2015
South Korea – Park Geun-hye(President since 2013 and the first 
female Head of State in Northeastern Asia)

Rwanda, a low income country, is followed by Andorra at a flat 
50 percent and Cuba at 49 percent. Sweden, with 44 percent of 
parliamentary seats held by women, is the country that achieved 
the highest rate without any gender quota.











As of January 2015, only 17 per cent of government 
ministers were women, with the majority overseeing 
social sectors, such as education and the family .



Gender gap index – Rank – 108(out of 145) Score-
0.664,(0 inequality , 01 equality)  



to create constitutionally mandated quotas or reservation 
for women. Rwanda has 30% reservation for women as do 
most of the countries in the top 20. Closer home Nepal has 
29% legislated quota for women, Afghanistan has 28%, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh have 20% seats reserved for 
women. Some European countries have voluntary political 
party quotas that encourage and ensure women’s 
participation in the political process.







Women Leaders of India 





Gender mainstreaming of policies 


